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Fornleifauppgroftur a Dysnesi 2017

Inngangur

Vegna deiliskipulagsvinnu og fyrirhugadra framkvemda & Dysnesi i landi Sydri-Bakka og
Palmholts i Horgarsveit 6skadi Hafnasamlag Nordurlands eftir ad Fornleifastofnun Islands
annadist rannsokn med uppgrefti 4 svaedinu. Var rannsdknin gerd i samremi vid Oskir
Minjastofnunar Islands og folst einkum i ad skera ur um hvort ummerki 4 tilteknum stédum
veru fornar mannvirkjaleifar. Um fyrri athuganir & Dysnesi og nagrenni visast til adur
Gitgefinna rita par um'. Uppgroftur hofst 6. juni 2017 og honum lauk 20. juli 2017. { pessari
skyrslu verdur fjallad um fyrri hluta athugana, p.e.a.s. paer sem beindust ad nokkrum stodum
innan fyrirhugads framkvamdasvadis sem fram hofou komid vid deiliskraningu arid adur.
bessari skyrslu fylgir samantekt 4 ensku aftast. Fjallad verdur um staersta minjastadinn, p.e.

kumlateiginn sem fannst vid frumrannsoknina i sérstakri skyrslu sem ut kemur 2018.

Howell Magnus Roberts var uppgraftarstjori og adrir patttakendur voru: Hildur Gestsdottir
fornmeinafredingur sem jafnframt var adstodaruppgraftarstjori, Lisabet Guomundsdottir,
Gudran Alda Gisladéttir, Mjoll Snaesdoéttir, Lilja L. Daviosdottir, Gisli Palsson, Solveig
Gudmundsdéttir Beck, Orri Vésteinsson, Michael House, Stefan Olafsson, Gylfi Helgason,

Ramona Harrison, Kathrine Stene og Monica Enehaug.

Uppgraftarhdpurinn naut jafnframt adstodar og studnings fra Sigridi Porgeirsdottur forverdi
(Pjédminjasafni Islands), Runari Leifssyni minjaverdi Nordurlands eystra, Astu
Hermannsdéttur (Minjastofnun fslands), Lilju Bjork Palsdéttur, boru Pétursdéttur, Gardari

Gudmundssyni (FSI), Chiara Ronchini (Historic Environment Scotland) og fleiri adilum.

Verkefnisstjorn skipa Howell Roberts, Elin Osk Hreidarsdottir og Adolf Fridriksson og énnur

umsja 4 vegum Fornleifastofnunar fslands var i hondum Olafar Porsteinsdottur.

Hofundur vill ad lokum pakka samstarfsmonnum vid rannsdknina, Hafnasamlagi
Nordurlands, landeigendum, sveitastjorn Horgarbyggdar og gestgjofum i belamork fyrir

anegjulega og arangursrika samvinnu.

! Adolf Fridriksson (2005). Brimnes, Dysnes og Bakki. Frumkénnun & premur idnadarlédum & Nordurlandi.
FS272-05251, Reykjavik : Fornleifastofnun fslands; Elin Osk Hreidarsdéttir og Pora Pétursdottir (2008).
Fornleifaskraning i Arnarneshreppi, FS377-06251, Reykjavik 2008; Stefin Olafsson (2016). Deiliskraning vid
Dysnes. FS615-16021, Reykjavik. Sja einnig: Gudmundur Olafsson: Fornleifaskra Arnarneshrepps 1985, épr.
bjodminjasafn {sl.



Mynd 1 — Kort af fyrirhugudu framkvaemdasvaoi og stadsetningu minja.
Figure 1 —Map of Development area and potential archacological remains
(Stefan Olafsson — FS615-16021 “Deiliskraning vid Dysnes”. Aerial Photo: Loftmyndir ehf)



Uppgraftarstadirnir

Fimm sva0i voru athugud vid upphaf rannsokna, i samraemi vid urskurd Minjastofnunar. bau

voru (sja mynd 1):

- Ey-071:012. Meintar toftaleifar
- Ey-071:022. Meintar toftaleifar
- Ey-071:026. Toft

- Ey-071:049. Meint gardlag

- Ey-071:009. Meint kuml

Ummerki 4 pessum stooum voktu grun um ad par veri fornleifar ad finna og var tilgangur
rannsoknanna ad ganga ur skugga um pad i hverju tilfelli. { premur tilfellum fundust engar
mannvistarleifar og voru pau fljotafgreidd. A einu svadinu komu i ljos leifar af litlu
mannvirki ur torfi og var pad fullrannakad a fieinum dégum. A fimmta svadinu (nr 009),
par sem talid hafoi verid moguleg grof ra heidni, reyndust vera minjar, og mun fleiri og

floknari en @tla matti. Verdur nl vikid nanar ad hverjum stad fyrir sig.

2 — Meintar toftaleifar
Ut vid strondina, 4 naer midjum deiliskipulagsreitnum er stadur sem hafdi verid skradur sem
ristasvaedi i fornleifaskra Pjodminjasafns I[slands arid 1985°. Er hann vid tjorn, 4
sjavarbakkanum, skammt sunnan Dysness en um 530 m nordan vid Palmholtslek sem liggur
4 sudurmorkum deiliskipulags. 1 skraningu Gudmundar Olafssonar var stadnum svo: ,,b)
Nordan vid tjornina er litil rast um 4x4 m ad innanmali. A-gafl er alveg vid sjavarbakkann
og er ad byrja ad rofna af 4gangi hans. Inngangur er & V-hlid. Veggir eru allgreinilegir,
sumstadar allt ad 60 cm hdir. c¢) Nordan vid b) er rist sem snyr nidur ad sjo. A-gafl er
opinn, eda pa eyddur af sjdvardgangi. Rumlega 10 m nordan vid c) er litil hola um 1 m i

(13

pvm...

2 Gudmundur Olafsson: Fornleifaskra Arnarneshrepps, bjédminjasafn fsl., opr. 1985.
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Mynd 2. Meintar toftir 012.
Figure 2. Possible ruin. (H6f./Drawing: Stefan Olafsson 2016).

Vid skraningu Fornleifastofnunar 2016 4 minjum innan deiliskipulagsreits voru fyrri
athuganir 4 pessum stad endurskodadar. Nidurstadan vard su ad pott vissulega sajust par

pustir, pa vaeri ovist ad pear vaeru leifar fornra mannvirkja®.

Eina leidin til ad skera Gr um edli stadarins var ad gera par ndnari rannsokn med uppgrefti.
Vi0 athugunina var yfirbordsjarovegi flett ofan af pustunum med vélgrofu. Engar synilegar
mannvistarleifar komu fram vid pa athugun. Var sidan grafid nidur i 6hreyfdan, nattirulegan
jaroveg, sem hefur m.a. a0 geyma forsoguleg gjoskuldg, en par var somu ségu ad segja:
bustirnar eru natturuleg ummerki. A9 h6fou samrddi vid Minjastofnun, var frekari rannsokn

haett enda ljost ad ekki veri eftir neinu ad slegjast.

3 Stefan Olafsson (2016). Deiliskraning vid Dysnes. FS615-16021, stadur nr. 012.
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EY-071:022 — Meint toft
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[ skra Pjodminjasafns frd 1985 er greint frd toft & sjavarstrondinni, skammt nordan vid
Dysnes”. bar segir: ,,Veggir allt ad 0,6 m hair, en sumstadar allhrundir . Sunnan vid t6ftina er
stor pufa um 1 m 4 had . Inngangur snyr nidur ad sjé og par virdist vera litid hlidarberbergi
sem er halfhrunid saman . Rustin stendur nidur vid sjoinn og er eins og hun geti hafa spillst
eitthvad af agangi sjavar .“ Vid vettvangsathugun Fornleifastofnunar 2016 var pessum
ummerkjum list sem svo ad par virtist vera ein rust fremur en tvaer’. Voru pessi ummerki

rannsokud med grefti sumarid 2017.

Yfirbordslog voru grafin upp med adstod vélgrofu. I peim fundust engin merki um
mannvirkjaleifar. Uppgrefti var haldid afram uns komid var nidur i natturuleg jarolog fra
forsdgulegum tima. Ljost er ad & pessum stad hefur ekkert mannvirki stadid og var frekari

rannsokn heett 1 samradi vid Minjastofnun.

* Gudmundur Olafsson: Fornleifaskra Arnarneshrepps, Pjodminjasafh fsl., opr. 1985.
> Stefan Olafsson (2016). Deiliskraning vid Dysnes. FS615-16021, stadur nr. 022.
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EY-071:026 — Toft
[ fornleifaskra Pjodminjasafns fra 1985 er greint fra Ogreinilegri toft sem er 4

sjavarbakkanum, um 220 m nordan vid Palmholtslek®. Stadurinn var tekinn upp i

adalskraningu hreppsins 2007, og athugadur & vettvangi vid deiliskraningu 2016.

Vid yfirbordsathuganir var ad sja sem toftin veri aflong og tviskipt, um 10 16ng og 6 m breid
og sneri N-S. Sjavarbakkinn er talsvert har en rof er i bakkanum og stadurinn pvi i heettu

vegna agangs sjavar.

Mynd 4. Téft nr. 026.
Figure 4. Site no. 026. (H6f./Drawing & Photo: Stefan Olafsson 2016).

Vid uppgroft var grodur og yfirbordslog fjarlegd med adstod vélgrofu & um 50 fermetra
svadi, 1 kringum pann stad par sem toft sast 4 yfirbordi. begar allur moldarjardvegur [500]
hafoi verid fjarlegdur med grafskeid kom i ljos hrunid byggingartorf [501] sunnan toftina.
Var torfid um 40 cm pykkt og 1 pvi var forsogulegt gjoskulag (H3) fra Heklu. Toftin [505]
reyndist ekki vera tviskipt eins og adur var talid, heldur kom 1 1jos ferhyrnd hledsla sem var
um 50 sm ha, um 2.5m 4 hvorn veg og med opinn nordurgafl. Nadi vesturveggur talvert

lengra til nordurs, og 14 i borga til nordausturs, alls um 4.6 m langur. I gatinu milli

¢ Gudmundur Olafsson: Fornleifaskra Arnarneshrepps, Pjodminjasafn sl., 6pr. 1985, nr. 61.
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bogadregna veggjarins og nordausturhorns téftarinnar var hrunid torf [503] og par hafoi verid

beett vid torfi [502, 504], hugsanlega til vidgerdar 4 hledslunum.

Engir gripir fundust vid rannsdknina og innan téftarveggja voru engin golflog eda onnur
ummerki. Gjoska fra Heklu sem féll um 1300 fannst i yngri hledslunni vid nordurgafl, en
ekki i upprunalegum hledslum téftarinnar. Gefur pad visbendingu um ad upphafleg bygging
hafi verid reist fyrir 4rid 1300. Ovist er hvada hlutverki mannvirkid gegndi, en m.t.t. til
stadsetningarinnar matti @tla ad pad hafi verid notad sem e.k. skemma fyrir veidarferi eda

annad sem vardar sjosokn.

—=Z

Om | 5m

Mynd 5. Téft 026 eftir uppgroft
Figure 5. Plan of 026.
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Vio fornleifaskraningu a deiliskipulagsreitnum arid 2016 kom 1 ljos ummerki sem liktust
gardlagi, um 370 m NNA vid ibtdarhusid & Gilsbakka og 100 m vestan vid sjavarbakka.
Virtist pad taeplega 50 m langt’.

Sumarid 2017 var grafinn prufuskurdur med vélgrofu, um 7 m langur, 1 m breidur og allt ad
1,6m djupur. Sja mé afstodu jardlaga i pversnidi skurdarins (mynd 6). Pegar yfirbordslog
[001] voru fjarlegd kom 1 1j6s Ohreyfour myrarjardvegur [002] og jarnutfelling [003, 005].
bar undir sem yfirbordid reist heest var gulbriint lag med moérgum gragrenum gjdskulinsum i
[004]. Liktist pad torfhledslu, en gati po6 mogulega verid e.k. frostlyfting. Undir pvi voru
6hreyfd, dokkbriin moldarlog med plontuleifum [006, 007] og 6hreyft, forsdgulegt lag [008]]
ur Heklu (H3) par undir.

Rannsoknin skar ekki Gr um med fullri vissu ad ummerkin veru manngerd. Kufurinn sem
liggur efst og sést 4 yfirbordi er ljoslega ekki hledsla. Gaeti hann hafa safnast upp fyrir
duttlunga nattirunnar. A9 h6fou samradi vido Minjastofnun var ekki gerd frekari rannsokn &

stadnum.

" U emmm™ P
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Mynd 6 — EY-071:049, pversnio skurdar
Fig 6. Site 049. East-facing section.

7 Stefan Olafsson (2016). Deiliskraning vid Dysnes. FS615-16021, stadur nr. 049.
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Svo sem fram hefur komid reyndust prir af &durnefndum fjorum stéoum ekki vera
mannvistarleifar, pratt fyrir ummerki sem par matti sja. Einna oOgleggstur var fimmti
rannsoknarsstadurinn, meint kuml & Dysnesi®. Ornefnid ,,Dysnes* gefur til kynna ad par séu
eda hafi verid dysjar, en oft er pad svo ad grafid hefur verid i héla og pufur 4 stédum sem
heita sambearilegum néfnum, er sidan reynast vera nattirusmid. Dysnes hefur eflaust nad
lengra 1 sj6 fram og er nu liti0 eftir af pvi. bar eru nokkrar dokkir sem minna 4 rofin kuml
sem fundist hafa annarsstadar 4 landinu, m.a. 4 Kumlholti sem liggur vid sjavarbakkann,

naerri Palmholtslak 1 SA-horni deiliskipulagsreitsins.

Fyrir 14 ad kanna pennan stad sem adra og virtust litlar likur 4 ad finna par heidna grof eda
grafreit. En viti menn, par kom i 1jos ekki einasta stok grof, heldur kumlateigur. Fjallad
verdur um uppgroftinn & honum 1 nestu skyrslu, en hér skal gefid stutt yfirlit yfir pad sem i

1j6s kom.

Vi0 rannsokn komu m.6.0. i 1jos leifar af storum kumlateig, med sex grofum og haugum. bar
af reyndust a.m.k. tvaer peirra vera ad auki batkuml. Annar baturinn (sé syOri) var 6venju vel
vardveittur og fundust par umtalsverdar vidarleifar og batsaumur, asamt leifum af
mannsbeinagrind og hundi og ymsum forngripum, s.s. skjaldarbolu. Baturinn hefur verid um
6,5m 4 lengd og er fagaetur fundur hér 4 landi. Nordan hans fundust leifar af 6drum bati i
kumli, sem hafoi skemmst talsvert vegna agangs sjdvar a ystu brin nessins. bar fannst

batsaumur, beinaleifar ir manni og dyrum og vopn: sverd, tvo spjot og meint skjaldarbola.

Vestan sy0ri batsins var stor haugur, sem reistur hafoi verio Ur torfi og grjoti yfir grof sem i
voru leifar manns og hunds. I peirri grof fundust skartgripir: kringlétt nala med skrauti fra

vikingadld og steinasorvi.

Vi0 nordausturbriin rannsoknarsvaedisins kom i 1jos blasid og rotad kuml. bratt fyrir ad pad
veeri talsvert skemmt pa fundust & botni grafarinnar beinaleifar manns og dyrabein, annad
sverd, stort bryni og ronaglar sem gaetu verid leifar af skildi. Vid hlidina a4 grofinni fannst

einnig kringlott nala ur bronsi med skrauti.

Vestan vid nyrdri batinn, fannst stor haugur, flokinn ad gerd og hladinn ur torfi og steini.
honum voru leifar manns og hests og par voru beislishringjur og silfurbaugur, en slikir

fingurbaugar eru fagetir & 6llum Nordurlondum & vikingadld.

¥ Sja Stefan Olafsson (2016). Deiliskraning vid Dysnes. FS615-16021, stadur nr. 009.
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Nordan og vestan vid pennan haug var enn einn stori haugurinn Ur torfi og grjéti. I honum

voru bein ur manni og dyri dsamt mjog vel vardveittum spjotsoddi.

A teignum komu i 1j6s ymis ummerki hér og hvar innan um haugana, s.s. stodarholur og

pyttir, en ekki 1jost hvada hlutverki pau hafa gegnt.

Um allan kumlateiginn matti sja ad rjalad hafoi verid vid haugana og grafirnar fyrir mérgum
6ldum sidan. Mogulega eru pad ummerki um grafarran, eda jafnvel hefur raskid verio hluti af
hinum heidna greftrunarsid. Greining 4 beinum, gripum og 6drum rannsdknargdgnum er ekki
lokid, en nu pegar er ljost ad Dysnes er einn af allra merkustu kumlateigum sem pekktir eru &
fslandi. Pessi fornleifafundur hefur gildi 4 alpjodavisu og mun varpa nyju ljosi 4 heidinn

greftrunarsid hér 4 landi og 1 heimi norr&enna manna 4 vikingadld.
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Archaeological Excavations at Dysnes, 2017: An English Summary

BACKGROUND

Five targets for investigation were identified by Minjastofnun Islands, and their investigation
was conducted according to a detailed specification prepared by Minjastofnun Islands (see fig

1). The five targets were;

- A trial trench through a possible boundary wall (EY-071:049)
- Excavation of possible ruin (EY-071:012)

- Excavation of possible ruin (EY-071:022)

- Excavation of possible ruin (EY-071:026)

- Evaluation of possible burial field (EY-071:009)

Three of these (071:049 — see below, 071:012 and 071:022) proved to be of no
archaeological interest and were rapidly discounted. One (071:026 — see below) proved to be
a small, simple turf ruin, fully excavated and recorded in a few days. The last — location
071:009, the possible burial field at Dysnes, proved to be both larger and more complex than

expected.

RESULTS
EY-071:012 — Possible ruin

A small irregular surface anomaly had been identified by surface survey near to the shoreline.
This area was uncovered with the aid of a mechanical excavator. No archaeological remains
were encountered, and mechanical excavation proceeded to natural sterile horizons. In

consultation with Minjastofnun Islands work was discontinued.

EY-071:022 — Possible Ruin

A small possible ruin had been previously identified by surface survey near to the shoreline.

This area was uncovered with the aid of a mechanical excavator. No archaeological remains
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were encountered, and mechanical excavation proceeded to natural sterile horizons. In

consultation with Minjastofnun {slands work was discontinued.

EY-071:026 — Turf Structure

A small but clear turf built structure was visible on the surface. Overburden and topsoil was
removed with the assistance of a mechancial excavator. The structure was hand cleaned and
recorded, prior to excavation. The structure measured circa 4.6m in length and up to 2.4m in
width. Its turf walls survived to a height of circa 0.5m. No artefacts or environmental
samples were recovered during hand excavation, and no occupation or working surfaces
came to light, neither within nor without the structure. Tephra layers noted within the turf
walls and subsequent repairs might suggest and original construction date prior to 1300. The
primary build lacks the blue/grey H1300 tephra, whilst later repairs include said tephra. The
function of the structure remains unknown, although its shoreline position is suggestive of

use as a storage building for the exploitation of marine resources.

Context | Description Date ID

26-500 | Surface/topsoil 12/06/2017 | LG

26-501 | Turf collapse south of the ruin. Soft red |12/06/2017 | LG
brown/yellow/purple turf/silt, up to 40cms thick. Includes
H3 tephra

26-502 | Turf addition, possible wind break. Soft red | 12/06/2017 | LG
brown/yellow/purple turf/silt, multi layered. Up to 15cms
thick

26-503 | Turf collapse at the entrance to ruin. Firm to friable, dark | 12/06/2017 | LG
red/brown and blue/grey sandy silt/turf. Up to 20cms
thick. Includes H1300 tephra?

26-504 | Later turf addition or repair at northern end of ruin. Firm | 12/06/2017 | LG
to friable, red brown/yellow/blue turf. Includes H1300
tephra?

26-505 | Primary turf wall. Soft to friable yellow/red brown/purple | 12/06/2017 | LG
brown turf silt. Up to 48cms high. Composed of strengur.
Northernmost portion may be added later.

Table 1. A list of contexts in ruin 026.
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EY-071:049 — Possible Boundary

An evaluation trench measuring circa 7m in length x 1m in width and up to 1.6m in depth

was excavated through possible boundary wall 071:049, with assistance of a mechanical

excavator. Although a clear surface anomaly is present, no conclusive evidence of turf

construction was indicated in the section. It is possible that that layer 49-004 might be

anthropogenic in origin, but might equally represent frost action.

Minjastofnun Islands, no further investigation was pursued.

In consultation with

Context | Description Date ID

49-001 Surface/topsoil 07/06/2017 | LG/GH

49-002 | Yellow green bog deposit, firm clay silt, naturally | 07/06/2017 | LG/GH
deposited

49-003 | Reddish orange bog deposit. Iron pan. 07/06/2017 | LG/GH

49-004 | Yellowish green brown clay silt with multiple grey | 07/06/2017 | LG/GH
green tephra layers. Likely cryoturbation, possibly
remnant of turf wall.

49-005 | Reddish orange bog deposit. Iron pan. 07/06/2017 | LG/GH

49-006 | Dark purplish brown bog deposit with well-preserved | 07/06/2017 | LG/GH
plant remains. Naturally deposited

49-007 | Dark red brown bog deposit with well-preserved plant | 07/06/2017 | LG/GH
remains. Naturally deposited

49-008 White/cream prehistoric tephra layer. H3? Naturally | 07/06/2017 LG/GH
deposited

49-009 | Dark brown bog deposit with plant remains. Naturally | 07/06/2017 | LG/GH
deposited

49-010 | Pale yellow brown tephra layer. H4? Naturally | 07/06/2017 LG/GH
deposited

49-011 Dark brown bog deposit. Naturally deposited 07/06/2017 LG/GH

Table 2. A list of contexts in 049.
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EY-071:009 - Burial Field

This area contained the remains of 6 substantial burial monuments and burials. These
included 2 boat burials discovered in the erosion face. One of the boat graves (southernmost —
Group [116]) was exceptionally well preserved and contained extensive remains of preserved
nails and mineralised wood, along with human and dog remains and a number of further
artefacts including a shield boss. The boat measured approximately 6.5m in length, and is an
exceptionally rare find. Directly north of this boat the partial, heavily eroded remains of a
second boat were recovered (Group [124]). Although much less well preserved, this boat
contained a substantial collection of boat nails, also human and animal remains and artefacts

including a sword and 2 possible spears, and a likely shield boss.

To the west of the southern boat, a large turf and stone burial mound was excavated (Group
[126]), including human and dog remains. This complex feature also contained an ornate

Borre style bronze brooch and several simple beads.

At the north-eastern limit of the site, a further eroded burial was discovered (Group [127]),
and although a large part of this feature is thought to have been lost, human and animal
remains were recovered, along with a second sword, a large whetstone and numerous nails,
perhaps the remains of a shield. Adjacent to this feature, a small bronze brooch was found in

disturbed deposits likely to originate from this grave.

To the west of boat grave [124], a further large complex burial mound was excavated (Group
[122]). This contained human and horse remains within a turf and stone structure. Artefacts

include a silver finger ring, and a well preserved horse bit.

Further to the north and west of the latter feature, a third large complex burial mound of turf
and stone was excavated (Group [125]). This contained a few human/animal bones, and a

very well preserved iron spear head.

All the excavated features showed clear evidence of multiple re-opening events in antiquity,

possibly for purposes of robbing, but also perhaps for other reasons.

A number of other small features such as postholes and pits were excavated in and around the
burial monuments. Dysnes is one of the most important burial finds of recent years, and
perhaps most readily compared to the burial field at Dalvik excavated over a century ago. It is
a find of major international importance, and will shed much new light on the scale and

complexity of Viking period burial practices in Iceland and further afield.
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Post excavation analysis of the Burial Field 071:009 will be conducted through the winter and
spring of 2017-2018. A final report is expected in late spring of 2018. A major part of that
work will include the conservation and analysis of the artefactual material, and will be carried
out in co-operation with Pjodminjasafn fslands. Over 1000 iron and other artefacts were
recovered, the great majority of these being nails and/or clench bolts and /or roves. Other
tasks include the detailed analysis of wood remains, the study of human osteological material,
the study of the archaeo-faunal material, the development of a structural and stratigraphic
narrative and, not least, a preliminary assessment of the importance of the discovery in a

broader national and international context.
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