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Adolf Fridriksson og Megan T. Hicks

Oskuhaugsrannséknir a Skatustodum i Myvatnssveit 2011 — samantekt

Fornleifauppgroftur sem fram for 4 Skutustooum sumarid 2011 er lidur i rannsoknum
sem bpar hofust arid 2008. Markmid rannsoknanna er ad afla efnividar i athuganir

lifshattum folks fyrr 4 tio.

I lok sidustu aldar var sett 4 laggirnar stort rannsoknarverkefni i pvi augnamidi ad afla
nyrrar vitneskju um samspil manns og nattiru (Landscapes of Settlements). Rannsdknin
er lidur i samstarfi Fornleifastofnunar, haskolans i New York (CUNY), samtokum
fornleifafredinga og fornvistfraedinga vid N-Atlantshaf (NABO) og fleiri adila. Stor lidur
i pessu samstarfi er folginn i rannséknum & Oskuhaugum. Husarustir og grafreitir eru
jafnan hin hefdbundnu vidfangsefni fornleifafredinga, en 6skuhaugar eru lika fornleifar.
A 6skuhauginn fer heimilistrgangurinn, sem er i augun fornleifafraedingsins merk
heimild um hversdagslegt lif ibianna. Par finnast bein husdyra, sem endurspegla ymsa
paetti ur efnahagslegri sogu pjodarinnar, svosem bustofna og mataredi, en einnig veidi,
fiskar, fugl og jafnvel egg. Sjalf askan er vitnisburdur um hvernig eldsneyti var nytt til
eldunar og upphitunar 4 hiisakynnum. Auk alls pessa er algengast ad finna gamla gripi i
oskuhaugum fremur en annarsstadar. Ur sér gengin og brotin ahdld og gripir lenda a

haugnum 4samt 6drum drgangi.

A sidustu drum hafa leifar 6skuhauga m.a. verid athugadar 4 Sveigakoti, Hrisheimum og
Hofstodum i Myvatnssveit og var gerd forathugun hja Skutustodoum 2007. Borkjarnar
syndu ad & Skutustodum leyndust storir 6skuhaugar, allt ad 2 metra djupir, med pykkum
l6gum af beinum, 6sku, kolum og eldjfallagjosku fra morgum eldgosum & ségulegum
tima. Nidurstadan syndi ad oskuhaugarnir & Skitustodum geymdu heimildir um 1100 éara

busetu i landinu. Arid 2008 voru prji svadi (E1-2, D, F) valin til frekari rannsokna, arid
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2009 voru tvo stor svaedi (G, H) opnud og grafin upp og tvo svaedi (H, E3) rannsokud
2010.

Markmio sumarsins 2011 var ad ljika rannsokn 4 storu svaedi sem nefnt hefur verid H og

grafa par til botns, par sem elstu mannvistarlogin er ad finna. Sva0id er all stort eda

836 x 4 m og voru Oll jardlog grafin uns komid var ad Ohreyfoum jardvegi og
nattarulegu hraunlagi undir mannvistarldgum. Urgangslogunum var skipt upp i timabil til
samremis vid legu pekktra gjoskulaga, p.e. V 1477, V1410, H 1104/1158, V940, og
V871. Eins og a 6drum reitum i rannsOkninni pa fannst mjog litid af dyrabeinum eda
gripum 1 jarologum fra lokum midalda, p.e.a.s. 16gum sem liggja beint ofan 4 eda rétt
undir V1477. A hinn béginn reyndist mikid magn urgangs fra hamidoldum, p.e. ofan 4 og
undir gjoskulogum fra Heklugosi 4 fyrri hulta 12. aldar. Nedstu 16gin, pau sem lagu ofan
4 V940 gjoskunni voru mjog gjéful. Nedst i baejarh6lnum eru sprungur sem ganga djupt
ofan 1 hraunid og voru par sneisafullar af dyrabeinum.

Longu ljost er ordid hvada kosti Oskuhaugarnir & Skutustodum hafa sem
rannsOknarvettvangur. Skutustadir eru ekki einungis pekktur sogustadur, heldur hefur par
verid Oslitin buseta i 11 aldir. Par er ad finna morg, skyr 16g af eldfjallagjosku til ad
akvarda aldur mannvistarlaga. M.6.0., pa gefa Skutustadaminjar moguleika a ad rekja
proun og sogu yfir langt timabil. RannsOknir 4 nattiru og umhverfi Myvatns sidustu
aratuga skapar einnig betri skilyrdi til nyrra fornleifarannsdkna auk pess sem nylegar
fornleifarannsoéknir hér og hvar 1 S-Pingeyjarsyslu dypka skilning 4 afrakstri

Skutustadauppgraftar.

Gardar Gudmundson myndadi stadinn ur lofti og meldi upp rannsoknarsvaedid og
nagrenni pess. Liggur nu fyrir nakvaemt kort med hadamelingum af 6llum bajarhdlnum
og hluta af tininu umhverfis. Gerd var leit ad kirkjusteedi midaldakirkjunnar, med
hlidsjon af fyrirliggjandi fornleifaskraningu, auk gamalla og nyrra ljosmynda. I 1jés kom
a0 enn ma sja leifar af sokkli kirkjunnar milli hasa 4 Skatustodum.

begar pessi ord eru ritud standa enn yfir athuganir & gripum, beinum og jardvegssynum &

rannsOknarstofum Fornleifastofnunar og Hunter College i New York. Liggur nt fyrir
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alitlegt safn dyrabeina og gripa sem eflaust mun varpa 1jo6si 4 s6gu og menningu
Myvatnssveitar i gegnum aldanna ras. Fyrirhugad er ad halda afram uppgrefti arid 2013.

Sumarid 2011 fékk Skutustadaleidangur heimsokn fra frodleiksfisum nemendum
Fornleifaskéla barnanna a Litlulaugum 1 Reykjadal. Auk pess hélt Hid pingeyska
fornleifaf¢lag opinn dag um yfirstandandi fornleifarannsoknir 1 héradinu i
Hafralaekjarskola, par sem til synis voru m.a. gripir og bein Gr Skutustadarannsokn. Par

var einnig haldid erindi fyrir almenning og var dnagjulegt hve vel pad var sott'.

Stjornandi rannsoknarinnar er Megan T. Hicks og uppgraftarstjori var Adolf Fridriksson.
Auk peirra unnu Frank Feely, George Hambrecht, Gardar Gudmundsson, Lilja Palsdottir,
Orri Vésteinnsson, Hildur Gestdéttir og Oskar Gisli Sveinbjarnarson vid rannsoknina til
lengri eda skemmri tima. Magnus A. Sigurgeirsson rannsakadi gjoskulog og Gudrin Alda
Gisladottir og Solveig Beck hafa annast athuganir 4 forngripum. Unnsteinn Ingason og
Sif Johannesdéttir hafa veitt marghattada adstod 4 hverju ari. Arni Einarsson liffreedingur
vard fyrstur til ad taka eftir dskuhaugsminjum 1 rofi, sem leiddi til pessara rannsdkna.
Hann hefur veitt 6malda adstod vid verkid fra upphafi. Er 6llu pessu folki hér med
pakkad fyrir adstodina.

Rannsoknin naut veglegra styrkja fr4 Visindasjodi Bandarikjanna og Human

Ecodynamics Research Center i New York. Fornleifavernd rikisins veitti rannsoknarleyfi.

Gerdur Benediktsdottir og borldkur Jonsson hafa godfuslega gefid leyfi til rannsokna &

Skutustodum og er peim pokkud lidveisla, hvatning og gédar moéttokur.

1 Adolf Fridriksson, Megan T. Hicks o.fl., ,,Leyndardémar Skitustadaminja. Aska, bein
og brotnir munir®, Opinn Dagur Hins pingeyska fornleifafélags, Hafralcekjarskola, 10.
juli 2011.
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Megan Hicks

Summary

Excavations have been ongoing at the N. Icelandic farm, Skutustadir, since 2008
as an outgrowth of the Landscapes of Settlement project. The major objective of the 2011
excavation season at Skutustadir was to complete the excavation of an already begun,
large Trench, Area H (measuring 8.36 x 4 meters) by continuing the excavation down to
the natural bedrock surface. This was completed by a four person team from CUNY and
FSI directed by Adolf Fridrikson, with Francis Feeley, George Hambrecht and Megan T.
Hicks (of CUNY, Ph.D. Program in Archaeology). The archaeological deposits
encountered contained animal bone, artifacts and were divided by several datable
volcanic tephra layers: the V 1477, V1410, H 1104/1158 and the V940, and the V871
were all identified both in the field and reconfirmed in the lab by Magnus A.
Sigurgeirsson. As in other trenches previously excavated, the late medieval phases
directly above and below the V1477 volcanic tephra were nearly entirely void of bone
and artifacts. The high medieval phase — above and below the 12th ¢ Hekla volcanic
tephra generally rich, culminating in a very dense deposit which lay upon the V940
tephra, context [317]. As always, a program of initiatives outside the excavation enriched
the digging season. Gardar Gudmundson (FSI) completed a contour survey of the entire
farm mound which will contextualize other GIS features. A small survey was carried out,
locating potential remains of Skutustadir's medieval church and churchyard- this was
completed using both late 19th c. photographs and modern photography.

An annual session of educational programming with KAPI (Kid's Archaeological
Program, Iceland), included on-site experiences and a mock-excavation for the school
age kids in the county. Analysis of artifacts, bones, soils, and archacobotanical remains is

currently underway at the Hunter College Laboratories and Fornleifastofnun {slands.
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Background to Ongoing Research

For nearly two decades, interdisciplinary archaeological work has been carried out
in the Myvatn Area of N. Iceland (Myvatnssveit). The Landscapes of Settlement project
(NSF OPP 0352596) centered on creating an extensive chronology of settlement for the
earliest established farms in Myvatnssveit during the Viking age (871-1000 CE). The
NSF funded Human and Social Dynamics of Global Change program led by Dr. Astrid
Ogilvie (NSF OPP 0527732) aimed at connecting the archaeological record with the
historical record. These research programs culminated in a regional study of human and
ecological relationships and settlement history whose publication in American
Anthropologist won the Gordon Willey Award for interdisciplinary research (McGovern
et al 2007).

While the work in Myvatn 1996-2006 had produced multiple archaeofauna dating
to the Viking age (McGovern et al 2006), including the major collections from Hofstadir
(McGovern et al. in Lucas 2009) only relatively small exposures of medieval middens at
Steinbogi (2004) and Selhagi (2001) had taken place. The next step was to attempt to

extend the time period of study and connect the settlement age and early medieval period
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record (871 to 1350 CE) of the Myvatn region to the early modern period and the present.

In 2007, a survey of 8 sites in the Myvatn area was led by Orri Vésteinsson and
Thomas H. McGovern in order to find stratified deposits that could expand and extend
the record for the Myvatnssveit (Vésteinsson 2008). Soil-coring of middens and selective
test pitting was carried out by the team in an effort to localize deeply stratified deposits.
Skutustadir was found to have a remarkable sequence of tephras intersected by
substantial midden deposits that appeared to extend over 1.5 meters in depth. The
following year (2008) four test trenches were excavated to verify the locations of the
densest midden and collect initial data. In 2009, 2010, and 2011, larger areas were

excavated in a successful effort to recover substantial artifact and ecofact collections.

Aerial Kite Photograph by
Gardar Gudmundsson

Figure 1. Aerial Kite Photograph (by Gardar Gudmundsson) showing excavation areas 2008-2012.
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Year Area Trenches Published
Excavated
2007 Coring Survey | A,B,C Vésteinsson 2008
2008 Test Trenches D,E1,E2, F Edwald and McGovern 2008
2009 Large Trenches | G,H Edwald 2009, Hicks and
Harrison 2009
2010 Large Trenches | E3, H, Hicks and Palsdottir 2011
2011 Large Trenches | H Hicks 2013 (present pub.)

The completion of the excavation of midden Trench H was the main goal of the
2011 field season and was therefore a much smaller scale project than in previous years,
when at times, multiple large trenches were opened. In 2009, trench H was unturfed as a
test trench, but rapidly expanded because of the richness deposits present. In 2009, the
V1717 tephra was located among midden, and below were bone and charcoal rich
contexts deposited on a sharp slope and extremely friable. To the north side of the trench,
immediately below the turf, there was a significant depth historic turf dump overburden
which we believe corresponds to the demolition of the 19th ¢ farm house. In next year
(2010) the excavation continued to the point of the removal of the V1477 tephra, above
which anthropogenic deposits dissipated significantly as excavation continued. Under the
V1477 tephra, we encountered deposits of sterile soils. Due to time constraints in 2010,
we ended the excavation after removal of the V1477 tephra. This report focuses on the
completion of the excavation of trench H in 2011, and notes ongoing work in
collaborative analysis. The description of excavations in other areas, and can be found in

the reports listed above.
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Figure 2 Area H - this was the state of the trench after the 1477 tephra was removed in 2010. The 2011

excavation began here.

Excavations in 2011 began with the opening of Trench H from under a large
volume of backfill under which the archaeological layers were protected by barrier cloth.
As always, we received generous help from archaeologists working on nearby projects at
Hofstadir and on greater Myvatn area survey projects. Excavation in 2011 began where
that in 2010 it had left off, the deposit directly below the V1477 tephra and context
numbering began at [300]. The two deposits following the V1477 tephra were void of
anthropogenic material as those directly above the V1477 tephra.  Soon below, we
encountered the V1410 tephra, context [302], again encapsulated by deposits mostly
devoid of bone and artifacts. It is notable that these “empty” deposits surrounding the
V1477 and V1410 tephra are lacking signs of human activity during a period in which
Iceland is known to be impacted by the bubonic plague. Other reasons for their lack of

finds and ecofacts may be changes in spatial organization of activities on the farm.

11
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Figure 3 Opening and excavating trench H in 2011, Day 1

The character and pattern of lower
midden deposits in Trench H were similar in
some ways to the deposits in adjacent Trench
G, as they were separated only artificially by
excavation years and a 60 centimeter baulk left

in place to stabilize backfill deposits.

Figure 4 Excavation of contexts just below the 1477 tephra

produced very little bone or artifacts.

12
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Below these sterile layers, a context was identified containing turf with a visible
tephra resembling the H1300 in color and grain size [303], though this tephra was not
found as an intact, isochronic deposit in the trench it was found below the 1410 tephra
and above the HI12th c. tephra stratigraphically. Below this turfy context, deposits
containing midden bone, charcoal, ash and artifacts again appeared. Two large lenses
[309] [310] contained significant twig-like wood ash, and [311] was pink-hued peat ash,
and bone.

The white Hekla 12th ¢ tephra, though present only in wisps in the east side of the
trench, was trace-able. Below the Hekla 12th ¢ tephra, the contexts began to dip further
into what we suspected were crevices in the bedrock, seen in previous years in Trenches

GandE 1,2, and 3.

Figure 5. A superimposed profile drawing of deposits visible below the V1477 tephra, in the west of Area H.

13
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The deposits we found at the base of Trench H in 2011 were nearly identical to
those found in 2009 in the base of area G, though they sloped downward significantly to
the east with the natural ground surface. The largest contexts in H were [315] and [317]
and they resembled context [161] in Area G in 2009. All were non-compact midden
layers with ample, large mammal bones, fire cracked rock, egg shell and large gravel,
charcoal fragments were present and the deposit appeared to be mixed with the V940
tephra, but was later confirmed to be laying just above.

It seems the inhabitants of Skutustadir were filling natural crevices with midden
until about the high middle ages, when the soils and middens filling the surface are level
with the crevice edges. This activity could have been a very purposeful or incidental:
either inhabitants were seeking out uneven terrain for dumping household garbage, to
eventually even or improve it or they were scattering their midden material which would
be trodden and roll down into the small ravines and stay there. Whether intentional or
not, this long-term pattern of activity made the terrain more even, easier to traverse, and

eventually, soil-rich.

Figure 6 A first glimpse of the bone rich contexts [315] and [317] in bedrock crevices.

14
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Figure 7 Bone, eggshell and loose gravel forming context [317].

Contexts [315] and [317] had a very unclear transition between them. It was the
sheer thickness, friability and mixed nature of [315] that necessitated their being
separated, somewhat arbitrarily, in to upper [315] and lower [317] layers. A closer
inspection, described in the phasing section of the present work, found the V940 tephra to
be just below and in contact with the midden remains in [317]. Further refinement of
phasing of these sloping and friable midden deposits might be possible with the help of

ongoing artifact analysis.

A description of similar deposits excavated in 2009, in contiguous Trench G, was

published by Edwald 2009:

“ Only 20 cm below the V1477 tephra we began to encounter a deposit rich in large mammal
bones and comprised of a looser deposit with small lava stones and lava gravel mixed in with the
many animal bones, bird egg shell, fire cracked rocks, and charcoal fragments (Figure 10 below).

This deposit resembled other Viking Age middens in Myvatnssveit, and proved to be associated
with two 9u-10m ¢ tephra- the V ¢ 940 tephra and the Landnam sequence (V 871). This bone rich

15
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deposit rests directly upon the V 871 LNS, which could be traced widely across the unit, but it
appears to also be just above or mixed with the later V 940 tephra and is probably mid-10wu ¢ in
date; perhaps contemporary with the late 9« ¢ fill in Area E1 across the home field.”

The uncertainty of the relationship of the 2009 deposit [161]’s relationship to the
V940 tephra lead the team to settle on a 10th c. phase for that context.

Context [317] similarly rests upon the V940 tephra however, its upper limit in age
is less clear, but perhaps securely medieval, based on artifacts present and discussed in
later sections. Both the midden deposit and the tephras lay on small sloped crevices with
little soil on the lava bedrock surfaces. Below [317] was a clear boundary to a gritty, silty
deposit on an undulating lava bedrock surface, banded with the Landnam sequence and
bearing no anthropogenic contents. The removal of this gravelly midden layer on to the

10th ¢ tephra and bedrock concluded the 2011 excavation.

Figure 8 The bedrock surface cleared of all midden remains. Dark patches of tephra are visible.

16
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Overall Trench H has provided the most dense, long-term remains, which should
be kept in mind for future excavation years. Material from phases above the V1717
tephra has been recovered. The most dense midden layers dated to the phase between the
V1717 and the V1477 excavated in 2009 and 2010. In 2011, the midden density was low
around the two 15th c. tephras and became increasingly dense well below the 1410.

Backfilling of excavation Trench H was completed by machine using the spoil
generated from un-turfing and sieving deposits, and high quality turves were placed down
and watered in order to restore this area of the infield back to hay-production for the

contemporary farmer.

17
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Context Register
300 grey brown midden with charcoal and bone 29/6/11
29/Ve6/1
301 brown silty deposit with some areas of charcoal very little bone 1
302 thin grey tephra below context 301 (1410?) 29/6/11
303 Mid brown midden with turf 17/7/11
304 Turf, midden, charcoal mixed (equal to 306 17/7/12
305 Dark grey/black midden layer 17/7/13
306 turf with visible in tephra within 17/7/14
307 Ash and charcoal with some truf debris in places 17/7/15
308 Tephra in east side of the trench (1104/1158) 17/7/16
309 Grey ash and burnt twigs 17/7/17
310 Grey ash and burnt twigs 17/7/18
311 peat ash and charcoal with bone 17/7/19
312 dark midden lens south side only 17/7/20
313 dark brown soil with ash and bone 17/7/21
314 possible tephra (1104/58) traced more widely 17/7/22
315 bone rich gravely deposit in chasm 17/7/23
316 bone rich deposit above natural and below 307 17/7/24
Silt and gravel and bone below 315 and within the chasm — similar to 315 (related to
317 940 tephra?) 17/7/25
318 charcoal rich midden deposit with bone 17/7/26
319 dark, gritty deposit with bone. 17/7/27

18
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Phasing and Tephrochronology

On July 11, 2011, Magnus Sigurgeirson visited the site to analyze the exposed
tephras in situ and take samples for later analysis in the laboratory. The following text, in
Icelandic and English is a summary of his findings that include the description of the
following volcanic tephras in situ in Area H, below the 1477 tephra: V1410, H1104/58,
V940, V870.

Magnus A. Sigurgeirsson

Fornleifarannséknir i Sudur-bingeyjarsyslu sumarid 2011 Gjoskulagarannsokn

Skutustadir — sorphaugur (svaeoi H)

Melt er snid i vesturbakka gryfju-H. Snidid er samsett, efstu ca. 60 cm eru meaeldir i SV-
horni en nedri hlutinn um 1,5 nordar i vesturbakkanum (mynd 4). Mannvistarlog eru i
6llu snidinu nidur ad efri mérkum LNS. 1 snidinu koma fram ymis pekkjanleg gjoskulog,
s.s. V-1717, V-1477, H-1300 og i botni eru 16g LNS. Rynt var sérstaklega i elstu
mannvistarldgin i von um ad finna hdmarksaldur peirra. Log LNS eru dgatlega vardveitt,
undir mannvistarlogunum. Efst i LNS er gragrent 1-2 cm pykkt gjoskulag. Lagid er
nokkud raskad en er p6 semilega heillegt. Mannvistarlogin liggja nest ofan 4 pessu lagi.
Vi0 néanari skodun og samanburd vid 6nnur snid ma telja nesta vist ad petta gjoskulag sé¢
svonefnt V~940. Undir pvi er 6rpunnt graenleitt lag sem liklega er Landnamslagid fra um
870 e.Kr. Sé pessi greining rétt, eru elstu mannvistarldgin (sorplog) fra pvi um 940 eda

litlu siOar.

Skodad er i A-V bakka gryfjunnar vid hnit; 504/120-121. Efstu 10 cm eru grasrot.
Gjoskulagid V-1717 er ekki sjaanlegt, liklega rofid burtu. Gjoskulagid V-1477 er 4 95 cm
dypi. Um 2,5 cm undir V-1477 er 0,5 cm pykkt dokkt gjoskulag og 22 cm undir pvi er
ljost 1-2 mm pykkt gjoskulag i ljosleitu moldarlagi. Pad ma sja um 50 cm kafla 1 snidinu
(var einnig hagt ad rekja i fleti a0 sdgn grafara). Um 10 cm nedan ljosa gjéskulagsins er
oOhreift raudoxad gjall. Vist ma telja ad um Heklugjoskuna H-1104 eda H-1158 sé ad

raeda.
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Skodad er i litla holu stuttu sunnan gryfju H. bPar matti sja punnt groéfsendio gjoskulag a

15 cm dypi og par fyrir nedan er ad minnsta kosti 70 cm pykkt sorplag (ekki grafio

dypra). Gjoéskulagid liggur um 55 cm yfir grjothledslu sem vantanlega tilheyrir einhverju

Skutustadir
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mannvirki. Liklega er um
gjoskulagio V-1717 ad raeda (syni
skodad). Gjoskulagid V-1477 er
mogulega 4 67 cm dypi nedan grofu
gjoskunnar og rétt ofan pess er punnt
dokkt gjoskulag. Afstada
gjoskulaganna til hvers annars likist
mjog pvi sem er i gryfju H. Liklegt
verdur ad telja ad grjothledslan sé fra
seinni 6ldum, 16.-17. 6ld, en grafa
parf hana betur fram til ad fa pad
stadfest. (Hnit: N65° 33.953", V17°
01.980")
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Magnus A. Sigurgeirsson

Archaeological research in South, Thingeyjarsysla, Summer 2011
Translation Adolf Friddrikson, Megan Hicks 1.16.12

The western profile of area H was cleaned and examined. The profile is a
composite: the top sixty centimeters are taken from the adjacent south western corner (as
they were removed in a previous excavation). There are cultural layers in the entire
section down to the upper limit of the Landndm sequence, the LNS. In this profile, there
are a number of recognizable tephra layers such as: V 1717, V 1477, H1300, and on the
bottom there are the layers of the LNS. A particular attention was paid to the earliest
cultural layers with the hope of confirming the earliest date. The LNS layers are quite
well-preserved below the cultural deposits. On the top of the LNS there is a grey-green
layer about 1-2 centimeters thick. This layer is considerably disturbed, but nevertheless
reasonably complete [intact]. The cultural layers lay immediately on top of this one. After
a more detailed observation and comparison to more sections elsewhere, it is almost
certain that this tephra layer is in fact the so — called V90. Below it there is an extremely
thin greenish layer which probably is the Landnam tephra from about 870 [AD]. If this
analysis is correct, the earliest deposit layers are from about 940 or shortly after.

Observations made at coordinate 504/120-121 in the NORTH side of area H. The
top 10 cm are grassroots. The tephra V1717 is not visible possibly it has eroded [it is
intact in the rest of the profile]. The tephra V1477 is at the depth of 95 centimeters. Some
2.5 centimeters below V1477, there is a dark tephra 0.5 cm thick. And 22 cm further
below that layer there is another light colored tephra 1-2 millimeters thick in a light
colored soil layer. One can see a continuation of this layer for about 50 centimeters (and
it could also be traced in plan according to the excavator). About 10 cm below the light
colored tephra there is undisturbed red oxidized slag. It is certain that the layer in
question is the Hekla tephra H1104/H1158.

...A small test pit - Area F - a short distance from area H was also investigated.
Area F was partially excavated in 2008, but some phase issues were unconfirmed.
Excavation there ceased because a structure was found and decidedly left unexcavated.
The area was consolidated, but firm tephra identification needed attention. We re-opened

this area in 2011 ...
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There one could observe a thin and coarse tephra layer at a depth of 15 cm. Below
that there is a midden deposit at least 70 cm thick (the unit did not go further down [to
natural]). The mentioned tephra lies 55 cm above a stone structure which probably
belongs to a building. On the basis of the analysis of a sample, it is probably the V1717
tephra. The V1477 tephra is at 67 cm below the coarse tephra. And just above [the 1477
tephra] there is a thin, dark colored tephra. The relative position of these layers resembled
very much what one can observe in Area H. It is highly probably that this stone structure
is from the 16th or 17th centuries, but it would need to be excavated further in order to
have that dating confirmed. (coordinate: N65° 33.953", V17° 01.980") Because it contains structural
remains, which are not a part of our projected excavation plans for Skutustadir, area F
was consolidated with teram permeable fabric, turf, and soil; it remains as currently the

only incomplete excavation area.
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Matrix
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Figure 9 Gardar Gudmundsson

Mapping

During the 2011 excavation season, GIS specialist Gardar Gudmundsson (FSI)
generously conducted a walking contour survey of the farm mound at Skutustadir. The
image below is augmented by the overlaid contours in black showing the intensity of
changes in elevation via line density. The southern shore of lake Myvatn is visible to the
north (top) and bordered by the modern road which passes through the farm’s land, to the
north of the major cluster of houses and the church as well as the pond system on the
southern side of the cluster of farm buildings. The dull green, featureless area to the
south and west of the image are the fringes of the expansive wet hay meadows that
provided Skutustadir and other nearby farms with an excellent source of outfield hay.
Contour lines are superimposed on the image below in black and also shown is the 2011

excavation area in red. It is clear that the significant midden deposits on the Skutustadir
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farm mound comprise and are clustered around the highest point of the farm mound- it is
truly an anthropogenic feature in the landscape, accumulated atop an undulating lava
surface marked with large pseudocraters. Also visible is the artificial flattening

undertaken in the area of the rectangular churchyard and to the north of the churchyard.

Figure 10 Contour Survey results by Garoar Gudmundsson. Shows also the location of Trench H in red.

Small Scale Survey for Medieval Churchyard Remains

A walking survey of the farm mound was completed with the hope of finding the
precise location of the medieval phase churchyard at Skuatustadir. The general location of
the churchyard was known from previous surveys carried out by Hreidarsdottir and
Vésteinsson (1999). The 2011 efforts used the information from that report alongside a
late 19th century photograph in which the remains of the churchyard are visible. The
photograph was printed and carried to the site location; it was aligned with still present
geological features to gain the near-precise position of the photographer, and the relative
position of his century-old subjects. It is an approximate exercise as similar uses of
photographs have been applied in historical archaeology, and many recommend obtaining

a camera and lenses that are the same as were used by the original photographer. Our
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improvised technique was immediately rewarded as a linear stone feature was
immediately visible in the area indicated by inference from the original photographs; the
ground surface in the area of interest had been eroded by modern use as a gravel-lined

driveway, leading to the barn.

Figure 11 Archival late 19th ¢ photograph of medieval phase church in the main farm area. Photograph Daniel

Bruun.

Figure 12 A Northeast facing photograph of a linear feature, possible remains of the same church photographed

above.
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A drawing was made of this feature using the southeastern corner of the modern
storage barn as a datum point. The drawing (curated at FSI) indicates a point 9 meters site
east from this datum. The current area is a driveway, used to access a large storage barn
and located to the east of this barn. Further to the east is a modern residence. To the
north, there is a clear, rounded, transition to a slope, down toward a smokehouse, a
chicken house and further north, the public road.

The linear feature of laid stones is oriented along an east to west axis, providing
another hint that it could be remains of the previous church phase; church buildings in
Iceland were traditionally aligned E-W. Skutustadir ’s economic and political position as
a church farm and parish administrative center is well-documented. As a church farm,
and later a district center, its resources and land rights will have interacted with the
particular ways of raising stock and consuming food. Therefore the church influence on
daily life has clear implications for the interpretation of the zooarchaeological record. In
the late 1800’s a medieval phase church and churchyard were de-sanctified to make way
for an early modern church and churchyard at Skutustadir.

This survey was unplanned, yet informative, it was surmised, in previous surveys
that the surrounding area would have been the churchyard (Hreidarsdottir and
Vésteinnson 1999). The finding of intact remains potentially of the church (later used as a
thinghus) suggests that in addition to having excellently preserved middens and
numerous tephra, Skutustadir might be able to contribute to archaeological studies of

local administrative assembly houses, churches or burial grounds.
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A Summary of Ongoing Zooarchaeological Analysis

Investigations at Skutustadir have focused on obtaining information about
economy, ecology and daily life through the excavation of middens- which are nearly two
meters deep in some places with outstanding conditions of organic preservation (bone,
marine shell, bird egg shell) and interspersed with multiple volcanic tephra layers datable
to 871, ¢.940, 1158, 1265, 1300, 1410, 1477, c. 1600, and 1717 CE. Most of these tephra
have been located in strata in the two major excavation areas (H and E). A suite of AMS
C14 dates on fully terrestrial cattle and caprine bones supports and refines this tephra-
based chronology, with datable artifacts thus far providing close correlation. The
archaeological record is rich and accurately datable, making Skutustadir a unique and
important archaeological resource.

While the specific pattern and timing of initial settlement in the Myvatn region, in
the 9th c. is the subject of ongoing study, it is clear that the first residents of Skutustadir
were able to secure a highly strategic physical location in the region that allowed them
access to riverine resources, lake resources, ample hay meadows and perhaps control over

the southern passable, lakeside terrain in Myvatn. A find of a gold foil-lined, Byzantine
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bead in Viking age deposits may attest to the early residents’ high status, or at least
access to prime luxury items. Coupled with a Viking-age radiocarbon date, indicates an
early presence.

The faunal record from the Viking age so far indicates that the residents were
making use of terrestrial mammals for much of their food, managing sheep for wool and
meat, cows for dairy and meat, horse and pig bones are rarely found —horses were likely
mostly for transport. Thick and extensive layers of bird egg shell and the occasional trout
or char bone indicate early exploitation of wild resources in the farm’s immediate
territory. As in other inland Viking Age sites, there are abundant remains of headless
marine fish (mainly haddock and cod) imported from the coast 60-70 km away. Viking
age deposits at Skutustadir have proven exceptionally rich and extensive generating a
count of 95 standard bone sample bags (from contexts between the 871 — 1104/58
tephras) of a total collection of 647 bags. This provides excellent comparative material
for the other known Viking Age archaeofauna from the region and the wider North
Atlantic, and analysis of this phase will provide a major contribution for cross regional
comparative study. Analysis of the animal bone from Skutustadir’s middens is currently
underway at the Hunter College NORSEC Laboratories and the results presented here are

preliminary and expected to change slightly as more data is added.
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Figure 13 Number of Identified Specimens from Skutustaodir (Hicks 2010)

The early modern period (1550-1910 CE), corresponding roughly to after
the fall of the V1477 tephra) is also well represented in the deposits excavated

thus far, with 311 standard bone sample bags recovered from deposits that also
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generated a large number of datable finds, particularly post-1600. In 2009, 2010
and 2011, excavations allowed the recovery of an excellent assemblage of faunal
remains and artifacts from the early modern period (1550-1900).

The analysis of this ample early modern (1550-1900) evidence from
Skutustadir demonstrates a continued focus on sheep rearing for wool, meat, and
dairy, as told by the variety of ages at which sheep are killed off. Extensive tooth
eruption and wear studies clearly demonstrates some sheep being killed off at a
very young age as part of a culling and dairying regime, large bodied, almost
mature sheep are killed off as ideal meat, as well as very mature individuals likely
kept in to old age for their wool (Hicks 2010). Where cows are found in the
archaeofauna they are very often neonatal, suggesting constant dairying activity.
Both horses and pigs are low in numbers in the midden, not being the main choice
as food items consistently in this and other Icelandic archaeofauna.

Significantly more marine resources are present during the later phases
than in earlier phases and there are indications of changing foodways. Preliminary
counts suggest that the amount of Cod family (gadidae) fish steeply rises,
including both cranial and post-cranial elements for the first time. Finds of ice-
riding harp seal bones in the 16"™-17" ¢ deposits at Skatustadir may reflect both
these coastal impacts and their effects deep inland, and the many pottery and
kaolin tobacco-pipe finds from the 17"-19" ¢ layers clearly reflect world-system
connections and impacts. It is as yet unclear whether the early modern residents of
Skutustadir were among the less vulnerable elite during this time or whether they
were as many other Icelanders “coping with hard times” (Edvardsson et al.
2004). However, literature and primary sources from the early modern period

points to many large farms being of mixed status.
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Figure 14 NISP chart from Hicks 2010. Data analysis is underway.

While the Viking age and high medieval assemblages at Skutustadir will provide
excellent comparative collections for Myvatn region work, the early modern
archeological layers at Skutustadir will contribute new information from lake Myvatn to
the growing archaeology of early modern Iceland (Lucas & Snaesdottir 2006, Edwald &
Hicks in press, Hambrecht 2008, 2010) and to the wider application of environmental
perspectives to the human ecodynamics of the past 500 years.

Sheep and their grazing has been a central concern of the rich zooarchaeological
and landscape studies produced by interdisciplinary research teams in Myvatn in the last

decade. A significant increase in sheep relative to other animals is archaeologically
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visible at around 1300 CE (Brewington et al 2004 McGovern et al 2007). Furthermore,
the 1710 Jardabok documented about 1 to 25 cattle to sheep in the 18" ¢. A productive
session of archival research focusing on early modern period livestock management was
begun in the summer of 2012 with support of the Comparative Islands Ecodynamics
Grant (PI Thomas H McGovern, CUNY, National Science Foundation Office of Polar
Programs Grant 1202692) and with the welcoming help of Sif Johannesdéttir at Husavik
Museum and Culture house and Agusta Edwald (University of Aberdeen). By collecting
the precise livestock counts provided by 19" c. Hay Reports (Hey Asetning Skyrsla),
this archival research hopes to provide a detailed understanding of early modern herd
management strategies and landscape use in Southern Myvatn, adding to the timeline
understood by years of interdisciplinary work (McGovern ef al/ 2007). The outcomes of
analysis of those documents as so far yielded the following critical understandings of
late 19™ and early 20™ century sheep farming and landscape use at Skutustadir and
surrounding farms: outfield hay sources are the major factors in making two farms,
Graenavatn and Skutustadir, the richest in hay in the district in the late 19™ ¢. The ratio
of sheep to cows approached 75:1 on the Southern Myvatn Districts in the late 19" c.
There was in increase in the opportunity for farmers to export sheep and sheep products
thanks to the Husavik Trade Association after 1882, but earlier, similar forms of trade
seem to persist just before.

Skutustadir’s zooarchaeological record is clearly impacted by large scale
economic interaction, like export markets, over the long term while other sets of

evidence highlight localized practices.
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Skatustadir: Caprine/ Cattle
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Figure 15 The caprine to cattle ratio appears to rise in the later, postmedieval phases.

Currently underway is a project focusing uniquely on the apparently long term
and sustainable legacy of wild bird egg collection from Lake Myvatn. Generously funded
by the NSF Office of Polar Programs (Centennial Scale Human Ecodynamics in
Skutustadir N. Iceland Awarded 2012 PIs McGovern and Hicks). Skutustadir’s
archaeofaunal collection uniquely provides this long term archaeological record for this
work. Beyond terrestrial farming and regular fishing, modern residents of Myvatnssveit
annually collect 10,000 or more eggs from nests of a wide range of waterfowl migrating
from both Europe and North America to breed and nest in what is now a UNESCO
recognized world natural heritage area. Adult birds are not hunted, and a specific number
of eggs are left in each nest to ensure successful reproduction and a sustainable harvest.
Records extending back to the mid-19" century document a remarkable local level
management strategy that continues to the present. Extensive layers of archaeological
eggshell has been found in most Myvatn area excavations, dating from first settlement in
the late 9™ c. through the 20" century. A pilot study is now underway to identify this
eggshell following the methods laid out by Jane Sidell (British Museum of Natural
History). Using SEM technology McGovern et al previously demonstrated that most of
the eggs recovered archaeologically were from waterfowl, but others were from the
resident ptarmigan (grouse) and a few derived from sea birds (2006). Skutustadir’s
temporally extensive archaeological record makes possible the study of this practice from

the settlement age through to the present. This millennium-long sustainable use of this
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fragile natural resource is now subject of a documentary film and will be subject to
coordinated ethnographic, historical, and biological investigation with the active

cooperation of local residents during the next few years (see Edwald 2012).
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Figure 16 Bird bones at Myvatn Archaeological Sites (McGovern et al 2006 and Hicks 2010)

It is clear that Skutustadir’s rich and long term archaeological record can help
us reveal significant economic shifts and important local practices. It is key to continue
midden excavations there for at least one more year to ensure large sample sizes from
each temporal phase. Excavation in subsequent years should focus on rounding out the
sample of bones from all phases. While the current Skutustadir archaeofauna does
contain well-dated material from the medieval period (48 bags), the period, which we
may delineate by tephras from ca. 1150-1410 represents the smallest portion of the
current collection (many contexts did not fi// one sample bag to capacity). Apparently
patterns of deposition on the farm midden shifted from Viking age to medieval periods,
with very little medieval material ending up in the large area H unit compared to the rich
Viking and early modern deposits. There is excellently preserved medieval material in
the area E excavation unit, with sheet midden extant between the 1262-1300 and 1410-
1477 tephras providing particularly good finds of bone and artifacts, but these layers are
thinner than the deep deposits in the H unit. This medieval material from unit E is very

useful, but given the importance of the period for our knowledge of settlement pattern
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and ecodynamics there is an urgent need to expand the excavation of these sheet
middens to recover sample sizes more directly comparable to the Viking age and early
modern collections.

Progress made in the 2011 excavation season will expand our knowledge, and
the size of our data sets for the early medieval period in the Myvatn region. By far the
most bone was recovered from the settlement age/medieval context [317]. This
information is extremely valuable as it will provide excellent comparative material for
other early farm settlements in the Myvatn area including Hrisheimar, Sveigakot, and
Hofstadir. As described in the previous excavation narrative contexts [315] and [317] in
filled the uneven lava surface which was the ground surface exposed in the Viking age
through medieval period of settlement. This distinct surface is noteworthy because it so
contrasts the modern surface and function which is a rich hay infield. Not only bone was
recovered from these rich contexts but charcoal and eggshell samples were taken for
further specialist study at CUNY, in collaboration with Haskoli fslands and at Durham
University. Finally the archaeofaunal data and analysis will be continued as the Ph.D.

thesis work of CUNY archaeology graduate, Megan T. Hicks.
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Bone Sample Bag Register: Skutustadir 2011

Context Number of Sample Bags of Bone Date Registered

300 2 7/17/11
301 1 7/17/11
302 1 7/17/11
303 1 7/17/11
304 1 7/17/11
305 1 7/17/11
306 1 7/17/11
307 6 7/17/11
308 1 7/17/11
309 1 7/17/11
310 1 7/17/11
311 1 7/17/11
312 1 7/17/11
313 5 7/17/11
314 1 7/17/11
315 19 7/17/11
316 1 7/17/11
317 49 7/17/11
318 1 7/17/11
319 1 7/17/11
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A Preliminary Summary of Artifacts

With tephrochronology evidence, the contexts excavated in 2011, in Are a H can be

placed into the following phases:

e Late Middle Ages 1410 - 1477 - CE
e High to Late Middle Ages 12th c. - 1410CE
e Settlement- Commonwealth 940 -12thC CE
Very few pottery fragments were present, though, iron, cupreous (Cu) alloys,
bone and stone objects were common. Iron objects included nails, roves and
unidentifiable fragments. Cu alloy objects recovered included a wire, fragments in sheet
form as well as a particularly well crafted, small buckle. Bone/antler objects were combs,
pins and fragments of unknown objects
Many stone artifacts were recovered including non-native schist whetstones,
whetstone fragments, a spindle whorl likely carved from a local tuff (Beck pers. comm.),
struck stone flakes (of indeterminate origin), and colorful, naturally polished non- local

pebble manuports that may have been used in any manner. These manuports were kept as
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they may be identified to an origin outside of Iceland or may provide some information
on Icelandic interregional exchange geography.

One bead was found and the material may be of a greenish stone or glass, its
identification is pending further analysis.

Several bone artifacts were recovered including bone pins and combs that could
be bone, antler and or mixed material. A number of comb fragments still had copper or
iron rivets present and one was ornately decorated with unusual inset copper “windows”
as well as carved designs.

The objects and materials found don’t contrast tephra identifications. However it
is hoped that careful analysis of the artifacts in [315] and [317] by Gudrun Alda
Gislasdottir will help refine the latest dates of those contexts.

No industrial white wares, pipe stems, or machine-made nails were found in 2011
which might indicate post-depositional disturbance, severe contamination or vastly
misinterpreted chronologies.

Four small contexts close to the bedrock, were not able to be particularly well
phased- they were found below the V1477 tephra and above bedrock- lacking earlier
tephras. However, these contained no artifacts and very little bone. Those contexts [312],
[316] [318], [319], will not be included in the below phased tallies discussion of artifacts
by material.

In all of the excavation areas in Skutustadir, there has generally been a scarcity of
bones and finds in the soil deposits approximately around the V1477 tephra. These
include those below the 16th c tephra (where present such as in area H) and above the
V1410 tephra. Where there have clearly been ample bones and finds in other phases
pertaining to the early modern period, the early Middle Ages and the Viking Age.

This overall pattern can be seen in the record of artifact abundance in the
abovementioned phases. The contexts [300], [301], [302], [303], [304] and [305]
contained little bone or artifacts. Following the general pattern, the V1477-1410 phase, a

general lack of archaeological finds there including both artifacts and ecofacts.
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SKU 11 excavation:
% artifacts by phase
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Figure 17 Percent of total artifact counts by phase.
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Artifacts are conserved and currently stored at FSI pending analysis under the
supervision of Gudrun Alda Gisladottir and with the support of the Comparative Island
Ecodynamics project lead by Thomas H. McGovern (National Science Foundation Office
of Polar Programs Grant 1202692). As analysis is underway, further details will be
published in future reports. Excavation conservation was undertaken to ensure their
proper curation throughout the process. Their initial conservation undertaken by Janie
Amsgaard Ebsen at FSI includes the following care (undertaken in October, 2011) and
remarks gratefully republished below.

Bone Several bone objects were packed and of very special interest are the fragments of
bone comb SKU11-1034 with small cut out “windows”. In the “windows” small thin
decorative copper alloy plates have originally been placed. The comb can be glued

together in the future if wanted.
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Iron The iron objects are in a relative good state of preservation and show no signs of
active deteriorating corrosion. All iron objects are put in an airtight box with desicating
Rubin Silica gel to prevent future corrosion. The relative humidity in the drying box
should be 15 % RH or lower. The relative humidity in the box should be checked
regularly at the enclosed humidity indicator stick and additionally by the change in color
of the silica gel from dark Rubin red e.g. dry state to lighter red or orange. And the silica

gel changed if necessary. Remains of wood are present on some of the iron objects.

Conservation notes courtesy of Jannie Amsgaard Ebsen, Reykjavik, 4™ of October 2011.
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Figure 18 KAPI participants and Sif Johannesdottir 2011

Kid’s Archaeology Project and Outreach — Continued Programming in 2011

The Kid’s Archaeology Program Iceland was initiated in 2007 to connect
international, interdisciplinary archaeological and paleoecological projects with education
and community on a local level. The program has run alongside the excavations at
Skutustadir since 2008. The objectives of this program are to bridge generations with
environmental history education, and to link Icelandic youth with the international
research community. These and other goals are laid out in a full report of activities in
2009 led by Educator Sif Johannesdéttir, and developed by CUNY Professor Sophia
Perdikaris (Johannesdottir 2010).
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Figure 19 The Kids Archaeology Program is based in Thingeyarsysla county highlighted here but is widening its
reach every year. Source: Wikipedia Commons.

In 2011, the Skutustadir excavation joined up with KAPI for another successful
season of collaboration. On Wednesday July 13th, 2011 local Thingeyjarsysla educators
Sif Johanesdottir and Pétur Ingolfsson brought middle school students and high school
students to participate in activities alongside the excavation process. Most students were
from Thingeyjarsveit, the county extending north from Myvatn, shown in the above
figure highlighted in red, and many were repeat participants in programming from years

2008 through 2009.
Students aided
archaeologists (Francis
Feeley, Megan Hicks, from
CUNY, Adolf Fridriksson,
FSI) at the sieve, learning
how to spot artifacts such
as iron objects and ceramics
and ecofacts such as bone
and charcoal. While
Figure 20 KAPI participants 2011 working with
archaeologists at the sieve
the group discussed how such objects come in to use for archaeological study of past
activity and environments. Also part of the programming was a site tour discussing
previous years’ work on the long term midden remains. The students were instructed in
the uses of tephrochronology, using the visible standing section in area H to show the

visible layers of volcanic ash used to date the midden remains.
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An afternoon program on July 13th, for elementary school- aged students
introduced them to archaeology and excavation through a PowerPoint lecture by Sif
Johannesdottir at Litlulaugarskoli (The elementary school serving Thingeyarsveit in the
nearby town of Laugar). Behind the school, a mock excavation trench had been
previously prepared by Sif Johannesdoéttir, Pétur Ingolfsson and Unnstein Ingasson; it
was first emptied of soil, then re-filed using layered, distinct soils as well as sand, meant
to resemble tephras. Realistic artifacts such as modern beads, and realistic, plastic bone
were placed in the unit. The elementary school-aged participants took turns excavating
following the guidelines of the FSI excavation manual including, context identification,
description, sieving, registering artifacts, and further record keeping through writing and
photography. Through emphasizing recording, this activity was aimed at presenting
archaeology as an ecological and social science, with documentation and description as
an important aspect of field excavation. The results of the field work, such as
photographs and written records are then ideally displayed in the school and re-cast in
lessons throughout the year.

Throughout the field day we were accompanied by an Icelandic News program
RUV and reporter Snafridur Ingadéttir for a national news story about KAPI's
programming and collaborative efforts, helping us present the collaboration to a national
audience. The piece was shown on Sjonvarpid sunnadaga on August 7th, 2011, and
archived at the link below.

http://dagskra.ruv.is/sjonvarpid/4579866/2011/08/07/1/

The KAPI program has integrated multiple levels of scholarship and learning with
students and educators across generations, nations and disciplines and continues to bring
us closer each year. It also sees archaeology as an ideal discipline for enhancing hands on
environmental education as well as helping international archaeologists and students
connect with place-based knowledge in Iceland and other places of study in NABO
networks. For a detailed report on past work, participants and accomplishments , see
reports on the NABO website nabohome.org. and  report at:

http://nabohome.org/projects/kap/fornleifaskolibarnannal.pdf
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Future Directions

Skutustadir’s unique, well preserved and well stratified long-term record is
providing excellent comparative material for Myvatn area studies of the Viking age and
medieval period. It is also providing new information on the less understood early
modern period. For this reason it will be essential to round out the medieval period
assemblage by continuing midden excavations. To accomplish this, at least one more
midden excavation season is proposed, focusing on Area E, near the modern house -an
area where much medieval midden was uncovered in 2010.

Of further interest for future excavation years are Skutustadir’'s known intact
structural remains, between the V1477 and V1717 tephras in Area F and the medieval
phase churchyard. Future excavation of these features may improve our knowledge of
landscape organization and settlement organization in the high medieval and late
medieval periods.  Ongoing, intensively collaborative projects in archaeology,
ethnography and paleoecology, centered around excavations at Skutustadir, are
continually producing reports and publications available on nabohome.org. These as well

as data are publicly curated in collaboration with TDAR (the Digital Archaeological
Record) www.tdar.org.
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Appendices
Sample Register
FSI SAMPLE wt | SITE sample
REGISTER CODE SKU 11 count
Contex
Area |t Grid | Vol. Quantity Description | Date | ID
Bag/
Buckets Date | initial
For
1 |H 307 40 L 2 floatation mth
For
2 |H 309 20L 1 floatation mth
For
3 |H 313 40 L 2 floatation mth
For
4 |H 317 40 L 2 floatation mth
1 small
5 |H 315 bag 1 egg shell mth
1 small
6 |H 307 bag 1 egg shell mth
1 small
7 |H 317 bag 1 egg shell mth
1 small
8 | H 303 bag 1 charcoal mth
1 small
9 |H 317 bag 1 egg shell mth
1 small
10 | H 311 bag 1 egg shell mth
1 small
11 |H 307 bag 1 egg shell mth
2 small
12 |H 317 bag egg shell mth
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2011 Finds Register

Registe Tre Qt Date

I NO. Context nch Material Object y registered | ID
940 307 H stone worked? 1 1772011 | mth
941 307 H fe obj 1 1772011 | mth
942 303 H cu alloy obj 1 1772011 | mth
943 307 H fe obj 1 1772011 | mth
944 307 H fe obj 1 1772011 | mth
945 307 H fe nail 1 1772011 | mth
946 307 H fe obj 1 1772011 | mth
947 305 H stone manuport | 1 1772011 | mth
948 307 H fe obj 1 1772011 | mth
949 301 H glass? frag 1 1772011 | mth
950 306 H ceramic fragment | 1 1772011 | mth
951 303 H fe rivet 1 1772011 | mth
952 300 H glass fragment | 1 1772011 | mth
953 307 H fe fragment | 1 1772011 | mth
954 307 H fe fragment | 1 1772011 | mth
955 307 H fe rove 1 1772011 | mth
956 307 H stone manuport | 11 1772011 | mth
957 300 H fe object 1 1772011 | mth

300
958 (cleaning) H ceramic frag 1 1772011 | mth
959 300 H fe nail 1 1772011 | mth
960 300 H fe object 1 1772011 | mth
cleaning
961 1477 tephra | H fe object 1 1772011 | mth
962 306 H stone manuport | 1 1772011 | mth
963 302 H stone manuport | 1 1772011 | mth
964 306 H stone manuport | 1 1772011 | mth
965 306 H cu alloy object 1 1772011 | mth
966 307 H cu alloy object 1 1772011 | mth
967 307 H cu alloy object 1 1772011 | mth
968 305 H fe nail 1 1772011 | mth
969 306 H fe object 1 1772011 | mth
970 306 H bone worked ? | 1 1772011 | mth
lamp

971 topsoil deturf | H cu alloy fragment | 1 1772011 | mth
972 306 H iron object 1 1772011 | mth
973 307 H cu alloy object 1 1772011 | mth
974 306 H fe object 1 1772011 | mth
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975 306 H fe object 1 1772011 | mth
976 306 H fe object 1 1772011 | mth
977 313 H stone flint 1 1772011 | mth
978 311 H fe object 1 1772011 | mth
979 313 H stone manuport | 1 1772011 | mth
980 313 H cu alloy fragment | 1 1772011 | mth
981 313 H fe object 1 1772011 | mth
982 313 H fe object 1 1772011 | mth
983 313 H fe object 1 1772011 | mth
984 313 H stone whetstone | 1 1772011 | mth
985 313 H fe object 1 1772011 | mth
986 313 H stone worked? 1 1772011 | mth
987 313 H stone flint 1 1772011 | mth
988 313 H fe object 1 1772011 | mth
989 313 H stone whetstone | 1 1772011 | mth
990 313 H fe and cu object 1 1772011 | mth
comb
991 313 H antler fragments | 2 1772011 | mth
992 313 H fe object 1 1772011 | mth
993 313 H fe object 1 1772011 | mth
994 311 H stone manuport | 5 1772011 | mth
995 313 H stone pumice? 1 1772011 | mth
996 315 H fe object 1 1772011 | mth
997 315 H flint object 1 1772011 | mth
998 315 H stone object 1 1772011 | mth
999 315 H flint object 1 1772011 | mth
1000 315 H unknown bead 1 1772011 | mth
1001 315 H fe object 1 1772011 | mth
1002 315 H stone manuport | 7 1772011 | mth
1003 315 H cu alloy wire 1 1772011 | mth
1004 315 H fe object 1 1772011 | mth
1005 315 H schist whetstone | 1 1772011 | mth
1006 315 H schist whetstone | 1 1772011 | mth
1007 315 H bone pin 1 1772011 | mth
1008 315 H schist whetstone | 1 1772011 | mth
Spindle
1009 315 H Sandstone? | whorl 1 1772011 | mth
bone/antler
1010 315 H /iron comb 1 1772011 | mth
1011 307 H schist whetstone | 1 1772011 | mth
1012 307 H stone manuport | 1 1772011 | mth
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1013 307 H bone comb? 1 |y 1772011 | mth
1014 317 H bone pin 1 1772011 | mth
1015 317 H bone pin 1 1772011 | mth
1016 317 H stone object 1 1772011 | mth
1017 317 H fe object 1 1772011 | mth
comb
1018 317 H bone/antler | frags 2 |y 1772011 | mth
comb
1019 317 H bone/antler | frags 2 |y 1772011 | mth
iron/bone/a
1020 317 H ntler comb 1 y 1772011 | mth
1021 317 H bone comb 1 y 1772011 | mth
1022 317 H bone comb 1 y 1772011 | mth
1023 317 H fe buckle 1 1772011 | mth
1024 317 H stone manuport | 2 1772011 | mth
1025 317 H stone manuport | 1 1772011 | mth
1026 317 H cu alloy obj 1 1772011 | mth
1027 315 H fe obj 1 1772011 | mth
whetstone
1028 317 H stone frag? 1 1772011 | mth
1029 317 H cu alloy buckle 1 |y 1772011 | mth
1030 317 H stone manuport | 2 1772011 | mth
1031 315 H stone manuport | 4 1772011 | mth
1032 317 H bone/antler | comb 1 y 1772011 | mth
1033 317 H bone/antler | comb 1 |y 1772011 | mth
1034 317 H bone and antler comb 1 y 1892011 | mth

Selected Finds Photographs Numbers in photograph correspond to finds register. For
photographs or information on all finds. Please contact Guorun Alda Gislasdottir

guorun@instarch.is or Megan Hicks mhicks@hunter.cuny.edu.
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Selected Artifact Photographs

Hicks 2013
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