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Sumarid 2006 var gerd fornleifaskraning & Siglunesi vid Siglufj@&raningin var hluti af
adalskraningu minja i sveitarfélaginu 6llu. A nesinu voru skré@agar &hugaverdar minjar,
medal annars nokkrir rastahélar nidri a nesinu sjalfu sem voruéslegp i bradri haettu
vegna sjavarrofs og métti sja berskjoldud mannvistarlog blgs& snidum & sunnanverdu
nesinu & einum sex stédum. Heimildir geta um verbldir & pedgdunsg en vitad er ad
Siglunes var mikilveeg verstdo fyrr & timum. Sumarid 2008 foru faitatin og Sélborg Una
Palsdaéttir, starfsmenn Fornleifaverndar rikisins, a Siglunegaada adsteedur. Minjar a
nesinu voru meeldar upp og i snidi eins steersta rastahdlsins sastagéstn talid var fra
arinu 1104 liggja yfir miklum 6skuhaug og 6drum mannvistarleifum. &@011 fékkst
styrkur fra Fornleifasjodi til ad gera frumrannsékn & minjununreih$éud voru fram snid i
sex rustahélum sem liggja undir skemmdum af sjavar véldum. kiésu minjar allt fra
fyrstu 6ldum byggdar og fram yfir 1300, baedi leifar bygginga o@agieégir 6skuhaugar med
miklu af vel vardveittum dyrabeinum. Ljést er ad frekari rannsdiéniSiglunesi veeru

mikilvaegt innlegg i rannsoknir & fiskveidum & islandi til forna [my med pattum sem

tengjast hagsogu, fiskveidistjérnun og afkomu allrar pjédarinnar.

Hofundar eru afar pakklatir landeigendum & Siglunesi, sem syndarmikivilja og 4huga a
rannsokninnni.  Eigendur Pormddshuss fa sérstakar pakkir fyrir ad dekta ad dvelja i
hasinu, ekki sist Margrét Steinunn Pérdardottir sem ad auki sa wigladmed okkur yfir
fjordinn.



In the years 2004 and 2006

%?\ﬂ\@ e v"gﬁ/ archaeological survey was conducted
Q ?ﬂ)}ﬁ {\ﬁﬁlg\[ ‘?/ in the district of Siglufjordur, NE
/\O; g, /J 3 Iceland. A total of nearly 700 sites
- i éﬁ was surveyed in the fieldat 23
\M'{W \,j’ C AR VRN °§“€ farms. Among those farms is
p Ufiﬁw§ 4 Siglunes at the eastern mouth of
“"““\ mﬁ /,Mf Siglufjérour bay. Many different

g B e sites were surveyed there, including

several eroded mounds on a narrow peninsula that stretchestbatwest from the
farm site. It was apparent that these required immediagstigation as the soil is
soft and easily swept away by the merciless waves of theemorsea. In 2011 a
small grant was obtained from Fornleifasjodur to conduct angiredry investigation
in the area. The aim of the season was to gain a betterstarding of the eroding
cultural remains in Siglunes, especially with regard to passibting with tephras,
and to assess the preservation of bones and other organic reffiaenBeldwork was
conducted between the 18th-29th of July 2011. The westernmost gaettet sadly
seems to be quickly eroding and a large mound recorded there in 200& dely
disappeared. However the results are very promising anditthepreved very
desireble for further investigation. Rich and well stradifimidden layers were
uncoverd, dated by tephras from soon after landnam to post-1300.10¥ekg of
bone were recoverd, mainly from contexts between the H-1104 and H-i806ge
Further investigations are necessary to increase the saim@lrfom other phases and
to investigate some of the structures visible in sections.

A grant from Fornleifasjodur made the project possible and alsetarsse
from City University, New York, who provided bone analysis andl paveling costs
for Ramona Harrison, zooarchaeologist. The project wasedaott in cooperation

with Fornleifavernd rikisins (The Archaeological Heritage Ageof Iceland) as well
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as NABO (North Atlantic Biocultural Organization). The Sigks project is a a part
of the GHEA coastal erosion group (Global Human Ecodynamics Ad)amtio
focuses on the issue of coastal erosion and how it affects humaruadgrespast and

present.



The Siglunes farm was finally abandoned as a permanent residef@0. It is now
isolated and accessible only by boat. Although remote todayn8gyused to be the
central farm of the district, which used to be call8luneshreppur(later
Hvanneyrarhreppyr The parish church of the area was originally at Siglubes,
relocated to Hvanneyri across the bay in 1614. According to aition, this was
after several people were killed by an avalanche on the evapurch in Siglunes,
travelling on a very steep and dangerous path in the so &tjechesskridufa loose
skree slope).

Siglunes has a long history as a central farm and as a fistéimn.
According to Landnamabdk it was the settlement farm of Pormédami (iF I, pp.

245-247). Siglunes is also mentioned in Sturlunga saga in 1188 aseawtiame
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Lfostumatur®, most likely stockfish, was readily availab&urlunga saga I, p. 169).
The farm is often referred to as a fishing station with thebmurof residents growing
considerably during fishing seasons. The focus of excavatiorth@asain area of
fishing booths — attested as such until at least as late asathe 20th century.
However, the most evident ruins still visible on the peninsidaapparently those of
sheep-houses and other buildings from the farm. A map from 1920 shewasethias
a part of the homefield. Thus the peninsula has been importantcaldariing
practises, at least in later times. Some of thesetates have obviously been built on
top of earlier ruins and man-made mounds. The size of tiverfeound (located east
of dot “G” on Map 2) reflects the scale of occupation in Sigluitesieasures some
70-80 m in diameter and 2-3 m high, and is one of the more imygassiunds of its
kind known to the authors.

Orlygur Kristfinnsson, curator of the Herring Museum in Sigludfjdr drew
the attention of surveyors to the eroding ruins on the peninsulaoivdst farm site
back in 2006. Orlygur had realized that archaeology was underdiat@ehreat of
coastal erosion and had picked up some finds and bones discovereddatliof
erosion faces. The peninsula is heavily eroded by the sea ensities and locals
claim that a wide strip of land has been lost to theoseathe last decades. As many
as six ruin mounds are sitting directly on the edge of the erosterofathe southern
shore, and are currently and actively being destroyed by waem.acthe thickness
of cultural layers visible in section, in excess of 1 mdena abundantly clear to the
survey team that the area holds evidence of extensive andrgniduman activity.

Por Hjaltalin, district antiquarian, visited Siglunes in 2008 axamined the
remains. He cleaned an erosion face in one of the largenas and found a white
tephra layer to be sealing large quantities of bone and middemiaha The tephra
was thought to be from 1104, and originate from Hekla in soutbeland.

In the spring of 2011 a grant was obtained from Fornleifasjédur to make a
preliminary investigation of the endangered sites in SigluriBise aim of the first
season was to clean and record the active erosion faces panihsula, in order to
map the cultural layers, establish dating parameters and Hgpettkeve a significant

animal bone assemblage. The results of this effort asemed below.






Mound A (66°11.788N 18°51.378V)

Mound A has a very complex depositional sequence, showing both dumparg lay
and structural remains. In the western part of the sectiopaa [the of the 1104
tephra is visible, the only “in situ” tephra in this sectidih.seems that most of the
layers are post-1104 as the ground surface has been reduced, ngutitatiephra
layer. It can however not be ruled out that parts in the matutleeastern part of the
section are somewhat earlier, as they can not be assbdiegetly with any “in situ”

tephras.



The central part of the section is made up from repeatedifguéctivities, two
walls that have been rebuilt at least three times and sorfezs layers accumulated
between them. Externally there is evidence of repeated dumpigigbarning

activities. Substantial bone dumps were not visible in tluose




Mound B (N66 11.793 W18 51.426)

This is one of the larger mounds on site, up to 15 m in diamdtehas been severely
disturbed by a 20th century hay-pit with concrete walls, locate@ $81m inland from the
eroding section. Judging from the layout of the mound it seeniy tika&t some 3-4 meters

from the southern end have been lost to the sea.

This section includes a well stratified midden including exoepli quantities of very well
preserved unburnt bone. The eastern part of the section is dbyidgdar tephra horizons -
H-1104 and H-1300. Extensive midden layers are sealed by the 1104, teptréarge
guantities of animal bone was retrieved from this phase. Aboweftite 1104 tephra, further
substantial layers were identified beneath a dark grey teppea, [BH-1300. In order to
recover a significant bone assemblage, limited areas ofséletion were targeted for
excavation. After cleaning and initial recording, the sectias wxcavated to a horizontal
depth of 0.50m. All layers were described in detail, anthgdirs including bone were 100%
dry sieved on site through a 4mm mesh. Over 100 kg of animal boneetrgzead from this
mound. The most spectacular single find from the season w@asnang piece made of
haddock bone, found in layer [150] in this section, clearly sealeldeb$300 tephra (see front
page). The earliest layers in the midden, at the base eféstern part of the section include
evidence of burning and the remains of fire pits or temporanthseailhese layers continue
beneath the seashore pebbles to the south and west of the esguig®d clearly evidencing

the impact of coastal process on the remains.






Mound C (N66 11.767 W18 51.183)

What remains visible of this mound measures ca. 5 x 3 m (BA/he surface. Judging

from the size and layout it can be estimated that at hedf of it has been lost to the sea.

Remains of a natural surface are visible at the bottorheokéction, on top of what is
most likely a part the LNS sequence (Sample 4). Structurains on top of that appear
to be the remains of a stonebuilt plattorm. No obvious wakscannected to this
structure. It appears that two layers of stones havelagkaut on the ground to create a
level surface. The most recent deposits on top of this stofgce is an uneven layer of
stones and turf, possibly including tephra from 1104. Other datiierese is not
present.



Mound D ( N66 11.812 W18 51.522)

The remnants of a small mound are located on the southwestéraflthe peninsula,
precisely where limited surviving vegetation meets thelsm@. The mound seems to
be eroding very quickly. When surveyed in 2006 it measured neamy 46ross,
with a shallow depression in the middle, but had started to erode soutieern side.
Today very little remains of the mound. The part of ibrded was a piece of wall
and surrounding layers that had been completely stripped of viegetathe wall,

which has a large piece of whale-bone beneath/adjacent tasitléwly been built

<) ( %

after 1104 as the tephra is visible undisturbed under the walldssmahahe building
blocks in the turf. This wall (Context 113) shows evidence of repaieconstruction
(Context 109). Some remains of compacted organic floor layergé&t 111) survive

to the east of the upstanding turf wall remains.



%-=":




Mound E (N66°11.757 W18°51.121)

On the surface this mound seems ca. 10 m long (E-W) but theée$tnp only about
2-3 m wide (N-S). It seems that the majority of this stmec has already eroded
away. The section consists of an accumulation of cultural migtgthough structural
features or extensive middens and bones are not present. Thedeyeén general
mixed with a lot of burnt material, pieces of charcoal, bborte and peatash. Light
coloured tephra is visible near the bottom of the mound, 1104 in $iiog sin top of
natural layers. A regular cut, ca. 80 cm in diametersibM in the western part of the
section, cutting through the 1104 tephra and thus later than thatdeatles! by a dark
tephra, H-1300. The cut shows two phases of fill, both of which havedegmsited
after some kind of burning activity took place within the cut. Extensultural layers

are visible above the 1300 tephra.




Mound F ( N66 11.769 W18 51.224)

The remains of a small ruin are visible on the surface, 6 x flom N-S but the

southern part has disappeared. The section shows obvious remait rofissive

walls [137 and 164], sealed by whitish tephra, H-1104. The olddstpivases

possibly include the LNS tephra but this has not been confirmidégy have some
occupational layers (floor) associated with them [159 / 162]. sSthecture has been
rebuilt after 1104, at least the eastern wall, but the ededitg is difficult to establish.
Bone or midden material is not present.

Mound F.



Ramona Harrison:

Background

The multidisciplinary investigation presented here aimenatverview of the area’s long term
human ecodynamics in general. Specifically, the project seeksestigate the degree of
development of inland trade connections to early commershihfy institutions in place in

Viking Age and early medieval Eyjafjorour.

The impact and extent of domestic and international tratteiNiking Age and early
Icelandic Middle Ages on rural society and economy has long deleated by historians and
anthropologists. While recent archaeological research has addedcontributions to a
better understanding of the nature and extent of internationalitrdiake VViking Age North
Atlantic (McGovern et al 2007), domestic exchange patterns congdisih products during
the Viking Age and the early medieval period are stillwell understood. Viking Age sites
such as the ones in Myvatnssveit, but also Skuggi in Horgatabher provided data
suggesting a presence of an inland fish product exchange s3st#tlished before 1100 AD.
The nature and organization of this inland fish provisioning sysenot well understood, as

to date the producing sites have not been found; neither in Nggxatit nor in Eyjafjordur.

The site at Siglunes thus potentially provides new data and iafimmon the nature of
commercial fishing and the organization of inland fish tradeaity Icelandic economy.
Beyond providing an early sequence of Icelandic commercial figtutigities and trade for
Eyjafjorour, this data can also shed light on issues ngladi early inland fish trade and
commercial fishing in Myvatnssveit (or S-Pingeyjarsysla) eneh the whole of Northern
Iceland, including the Snaefellsnes Peninsula. There, ongoihgearogical research of a
fishing station threatened by coastal erosion has contributead information on late
medieval and post medieval commercial fishing in Iceland”g&iesegions (Palsdéttir et al.
2009, Feeley et al. 2010). In combination with results from Gufaiskad other later
medieval and post-medieval commercial fish processingisitee Western Fjords

(Edvardsson et al. 2004, Edvardsson & McGovern 2005, Krivogorskay2@05, Perdikaris
#



et al 2004), a long-term chronology of commercial fishing in Nonthegland could be

established if Viking Age/early medieval data were kade from this Eyjafjordur site.

The Siglunes Archaeofauna

As at least one feature at Siglunes (Mound B) contains a ADH16ghra layer covered by
later phases of midden dumping events and in turn sealingreauiural remains. This
would make these layers from one of the eroding coastal fishing bdicthtly
contemporaneous with those encountered at Skuggi and Oddstadirsimdssnid
Hoérgardalur/Eyjafjorour (www.nabohome.org for laboratory and fiefgbrts, Harrison
2010). The later are part of a project investigating interndtardhlocal economies, and
connections between this region and the rest of Iceland>@feiskalar, The Westfjords) as a
whole, and the global medieval trade and exchange systéenstefmed Medieval World
System (i.e. Findlay & O‘Rourke 2007, Abu-Lughod 1989).

About the 2011 archaeofauna:

The 2011 animal bones removed from cultural deposits (midden dumpsyimds B and E
have great potential for contributing to our knowledge of site ecgnaswell as changes in
long-term local, regional, and inter-regional subsistance and eacrahpractices (i.e.

fishing, but also animal husbandry).

In 2011, the Siglunes investigation revealed great quantitieglbpreserved fish bones,
whale and seal bones, domesticate (i.e. sheep, horse) auseairbirds) bones. From the
samples already retrieved from mounds B and E, it has bedearethat with a larger
sample from these ruins, in addition to substantial numbers ofibhones excavated from
the various other structures eroding into the sea, thisait@rovide a detailed chronology of
local and regional long-term human ecodynamics. Such a satrwdlf(and other
environmental and cultural ) data can then potentially provideahg (Viking Age to early
medieval) link to the story of Icelandic subsistance and centiad fishing and thus offer a
major contribution not only to the history/archaeology of Icelandittiiade (see the projects
mentioned above) and the lives of people involved in it, bottalshat of the North Atlantic

and ultimately the global medieval exchange system.
!



The preliminary investigations in Siglunes in 2011 produced very pirtgnissults, as well
as recovering a substantial collection of exceptionally melserved animal bone. The bone
assemblage is dominated by fishbone, but also includes the reshéange marine mammals
and other wild fauna as well as domesticates. The full sisady these remains will without
doubt cast light on early fishing in Siglunes, beginning soon afteinm until at least the
14th century.

This is of major importance in understanding subsistence stsitegiee Eyjafjordur region
at the time, but also for understanding early fishing in Icelandgeneral. Recent
investigations throughout Iceland are beginning to indicate the iarmartof fishing for early
trade throughout the North Atlantic. The sections showed a rangdferfedt activites
including the processing of fish, building construction and cookings ititeresting to note
that none of the structural remains so far visible in sectiailsimmediately within
conventional ideas of Icelandic fishing booths as temporary strectutie insubstantial walls
and little if any floor layers, except perhaps the quickly erodimng at the tip of the
peninsula, which has a turf wall, possibly supported by a whale-b®hés needs further
investigation but of course it cannot be ruled out that structuisisle in section F and
perhaps A were built and used for farming activities and perlaa temporary shelters for

fishermen during the winter.

Most of the remains investigated seem to be quite eadyn oon after landnam to
1300. Where cultural layers are visible after 1300 they areasily dated as no later tephra
layers are present. It can still be pointed out that thenabsef clay pipes and pottery,
typically found in abundance from the 17th century onwards, suggestiaa® early date
for all the deposits thus far recorded. It is suggestedftntter research should aim to
increase the bone assemblage, especially the pre-1104 ald@@dgtarts of it. Furthermore,

structures that are easily accessible, f.ex. D or F, sheulargeted for full excavation.



#
A total of 50 finds were retrieved from the sections in8igk, most from mound B. Most of

them were either metal/copper or whalebone, including some \ergkebone finds. These
include a possible chopping board and some possible shovel bladesmodBt impressive
find was, as earlier mentioned, found in section B, a chess pmest likely a pawn, showing
a small figure holding a shield and a spear with some chrefved details. This was found
in context [150], above tephra that has been dated to H-1104 but seabghizy from H-
1300. The piece is carved from haddock bone (cleithrum). A fewpa@tive pieces should
be mentioned. A chess piece (king) dated to the 12th or 13th certtasebeen found
recently at Steinbogi in Myvatnssveit (Batey 2011, p. 65).thdls seems that chess was
already a widespread game at the time. However Steinbogbrne 60 km inland but
nevertheless marine fishbone and in particular this find show ctong to the coast, even as
early as the Viking Age. The use of haddock bone has not beeglyeatirlcelandic custom.
The medieval site of Kongshavn in Norway has produced quite alfess pieces. Among
them is a piece carved from haddock bone as well, similar iredbajhe Siglunes piece but
considerably smaller. It has been pointed out that this pésesnbles a wooden chess piece
from mid 13th century Trondheim (Henriksen et al. 2011, pp. 200-201).

All artefacs from Siglune have been examined by curator J&bsen and finds specialist
Sigridur porgeirsdaottir.
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Description
Turf collapse mixed with peat ash and middehite tephra in turf
Mixed midden deposit with charcoal, bone kange stones

Mixed peat ash - firepit? (Fill of [145])

Shallow irregular cut at base of stratigragfifed by (102)

Turf/grass

Turbated aeolian deposit - topsoil betweenest

Dark orange brown silt overlying northernefax ruin, including occasional turf fragments wgttey/ white tepha

Clay rich very dark brown turf collapse, witaquent red/orange turf. Turbated, includes deddymber and modern artefacts.

Secondary turf build in wall. Yellow sandly matrix, with grey/green tephra (1300?), up toolirses, each 5cm thick, horizontal. Capped/facetidnurses of large water rounded stones.
Internal turf collapse, derived from (109) #b#l3), frequent large rounded stones, occasiceet! @sh.

Dark brown black clay silt, compacted laminecupation surface. Occasional white tephra fleoksasional decayed bone and wood.

Dark brown silt with small turbated turf fragnts (inc white tephra)

Primary turf wall. Dark brown/ yellow brown/ whitarves (hnaus?). Survives up to 9 courses, and ih.height. Turf up to 15cm thick and 40cm lengthe@es/includes large whale bone
fragment at base.

Natural. Dark yellow brown organic rich silth white tephra at ground surface.

Grey/green/brown turf collapse or turf dumggasional charcoal and small rounded stone.

Mixed peat ash and in situ burning, includihgrcoal, burnt bone, shells

Mixed deposit of peat ash, bone and burnetom matrix of dark brown silt.

Orange pink peat ash over blackened soikéciadrin situ burning

Dark brown sandy silt with occasional chafcoa

ID
RH/S

RH/S

RH/S

HMR
HMR
HMR
HMR
HMR
HMR
HMR
HMR
HMR

HMR
HMR
RH/S
RH/S
RH/S
RH/S

RH/S
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130

131

132

133

134
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136
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138

139

Pale brown silty turf block with white tephra

Peat ash, red at surface, includes burnt Andeharcoal at base

Organic rich mid brown silt, with occasiobaine, burnt bone

Red brown silt with frequent charcoal, andastonal possible turf collapse
Mid brown silt with peat ash, charcoal, blabe, flecks of white tephra
Thin grey white band, lens of white burnt &ooccasional charcoal

Mid brown silt with peat ash, charcoal, buyahe. Overlies white tephra horizon
Mixed yellow brown turf deposit - possiblensolidation

Dark brown clay silt, occasional charcoal

Dark grey/ black charcoal/ash, occasionahtioone

Orange pink peat ash layer with occasionaladal and burnt bone

Thin grey ash layer - possibly redeposited?

Thin grey ash layer - possibly redeposited?

Mid brown silt - aeolian?

Mixed burnt dump including wood ash, peatetsh

Dark brown silt with turf fragments, and odoaal charcoal - above white tephra.
Occupational layer west of wall. Compactedtaios turf fragments, occasional small charcoaheBéh white tephra in situ.
Turf wall (dark brown, greyish brown, paldig® brown). Might include LNS tephra. With largeunded stones at eastern face. See also (157)

Loose mid brown silt, with occasional fine todAeolian

Loose mid brown silt, with occasional fine toAeolian

RH/S

RH/S

RH/S

RH/S

RH/S

RH/S

RH/S

RH/S

RH/S

RH/S

RH/S

RH/S

RH/S

RH/S

RH/S

HMR
HMR
HMR
RH/S

RH/S
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141

142

143

144

145

146

147

148

149

150

151

152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
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Mid yellow brown silt

Dark brown clay silt

Fine black possible tephra horizon - K1000?

Mid brown silt with peat ash, charcoal, buyahe. Underlies white tephra horizon

3-4mm white tephra horizon in situ. 1104?

Cut filled by (103)

Fine blue grey tephra horizon - possibly HIB0

Grey/green turf collapse

Soft grey brown turf collapse with occasigp@ht ash and charcoal. Very frequent bone, fisie lad base.

Dark brown black silt with burnt turf, ocoasal peat ash and charcoal

Bone dump - in matrix of mid brown silt anccasional turf fragments

Layer of yellow brown turf between bonedes/(150) and (152) - including white tephra irf,tincludes fire cracked rock.
Bone dump - in matrix of dark brown black siith turf fragments - includes burntshell, firacked rock.

Topsoil

Occupational layer west of wall. Compactedtaas turf fragments, occasional small charcoadslging white tephra in situ, with occasional flsaéf white tephra
Pink peat ash deposit between stones - posdigle use fireplace.

Mixed turf collapse with occasional peat ash

Turf wall, likely a secondary build (dark turm, greyish brown, pale yellow brown). Might incRiINS tephra. Very similar to (137) and (164).
Turf collapse containing red/orange turf, amdll whitish flecks of probable tephra.

Dark brown - black compacted clay silt witbgfiuent burnt bone and peat ash. Floor layer - @tmrm

Orange - dark brown compacted clay silt wéhy\frequent charcoal inclusions and occasionakfieof whitish tephra.

Mixed loose mid brown silt containing charcaaicasional turf fragments and peat ash. Also amtaultiple layers of white tephra towards the egsissibly in situ and redeposited.
Compact dark brown occupation layer with fesgdish bone, occasional peat ash and charcoal.

RH/S

RH/S

RH/S

RH/S

RH/S

RH/S

RH/S

RH/S

RH/S

RH/S

RH/S

RH/S

RH/S

BL
BL
BL
BL
BL
BL
BL
BL
BL
BL
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189
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191
192
193
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Mixed mid brown silt with turf collapse (incling orange red turf).

Wall of turf and stone very similar to (13Z%7). Constructed of strengur turf between stosesie colours as (137).
Later addition to wall (164). With reddisiftpieces and occasional flecks of whitish tephra.

Occupational layer? Mixed brown silt depasitjuding turf fragments and aeolian material

Dark brown silt with turf fragments

Dark brown silt with turf fragments, with peath lenses. Below white tephra.

Bone dump - dark brown silt with occasionaf fragments and very frequent bone

Mid yellowish brown silt, with frequent largeunded stones (up to 40cm), occasional smalllangtones (1-3cm) and occasional flecks of whiphita, possibly 1104.

Mixed dark yellow brown silt with turf fragmisn(irregular, random - yellow, blackish brown, ggggen). With 2 courses of large rounded ston®@dems.
Turbated dark yellow brown clay silt, witlnges of turf, occasional charcoal and decayed (®r@ organic content.
Compacted dark brown organic clay silt. Lamdese?

Grey/grey green layer beneath (173) - pospitait of Landnam tephra sequence?

Soft mid brown clay silt.

Soft pinkish silt with occasional charcoal &urnt bone

Thin horizon of blue grey tephra (1300)?

White tephra horizon - likely in situ

Orange pink peat ash with occasional buméebsand charcoal

Cut feature circa 0.9m in diameter and cird&1 in depth. Filled by (181) and (185)

Lower fill of cut [180]. Greyish brown sansliyt with burnt bone, charcoal. In situ soot/chailcat base.

Mid brown sandy silt with very occasional hwal. Possibly equals (186)

Mid orange brown sandy silt.

Mid orange brown sandy clay silt

Upper fill of cut [180] Dark brown sandy silith frequent charcoal and burnt bones. In sitt/sbarcoal at base.
Mid brown sandy silt with very occasional dual. Possibly equals (182)

Dark brown clay silt with frequent bone, lyone, and large rounded stones.

Compact dark brown clay silt. Possibly natural

Mixed turbated yellow brown silt with verya@asional small stones, turf fragments, charcoal aad gsh

Loose large rounded stones and top of secitotm deposit?

Charcoal and wood ash lens.

Highly mixed yellow brown silt with occasidrtarf fragments, burnt stone, charcoal and fledkalute tephra.
Charcoal and wood ash deposit between 3stone

Layered turfy deposit (yellow, yellow browsith white tephra) in mid brown aeolian matrix.

Grey ash with burnt bone, peat ash and charco
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Mixed yellow brown /grey brown silt with ocgianal charcoal and peat ash flecks.

As (196) but slightly darker and with tura§ments. Possibly equivalent to (196)
Laminar peat ash deposit with charcoal/sbbtae. In situ burning - temporary hearth.
As (198) but not contiguous in section.

Mixed yellow brown aeolian silt with occas@ipeat ash and charcoal flecks.

Grey black charcoal/ash layer

Mixed dark yellow brown silt with yellow/brawturf fragments.

Peat ash lens sitting in small depressiamainral surface - possible hearth.

Yellow brown silt with occasional charcoablesmall stone.

Peat ash /wood ash deposit with soot/chaatdadse. In situ burning - hearth.

Mixed yellow brown silt, turbated with vergaasional charcoal and anthropogenic content. Beéritom underlying natural deposits.

Mixed yellow brown turf fragments with occasi small stones.

Shallow irregular cut truncating natural deifm truncating white tephra in situ. Possiblyagy209] Filled by (196) to (207) inclusive

Shallow irregular cut truncating natural deifp Possibly equals [208] Filled by (196) to (RBlusive.
Black soot/charcoal deposit. In situ burning.

Mixed yellow brown aeolian silt with occas@urf fragments

Charcoal and ash, black soot at base -urbsitning.

Mixed block of reddish turf including whitegthra and small rounded stones.

Layers of mixed yellow brown turf fragmentstwiiccasional flecks of peat ash.

Dark yellow brown silt with frequent fish ben

Peat ash and in situ burning.

Blackened silt - in situ burning.

Yellow brown silt with occasional flecks ohite tephra.

Peat ash, black at base, in situ burning.

Turf collapse (yellow, brown, white tephra)silt matrix. Highly disordered small fragments.

Yellow brown silt matrix with frequent turf kapse

Dark brown mixed aeolian silt, occasionalrcbal, occasional flecks of white tephra

Fine mixed ash, charcoal burnt bone - filkof [224]

Cut - small, shallow, truncating depositst @gastern wall

Turf wall rebuild. At least 5 courses of 5dmtk turf, formed from yellow/ yellow brown silt witivhite tephra
Collapsed turf wall - as (225) but disordered

Highly mixed aeolian silt with frequent smaigments of turf collapse and frequent flecks bftestephra
Irregular yellow brown turf deposit, possilalyevelling/consolidation event.

Peat ash
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Mixed, layered yellow brown turf including v tephra. Possibly consolidation.
Grey/white ash layer including very fine buoone, charcoal etc

Dark, compacted yellow brown clay silt. Ocdigrahorizon.

Peat ash

Dark yellow brown silt with moderate yellowdiwn turf fragments.

Dark brown/ black compacted clay silt with asional bone and charcoal. Occupation.
Yellow brown turf (including yellow tephraH3?) - irregular, disordered. Collapse.

Turf wall fragment - multiple layers of yellaephra (H3?) interspersed with dark brown silt.dftwe LNS elements at upper surface.

Mixed yellow brown aeolian silt

Dark brown/ yellow irregular turf with whitephra in situ at upper surface.

Peat ash, charcoal, in situ burning

Mixed aeolian silt with yellow brown turf fjanents

Dark brown clay silt. Possibly natural

Yellow (H3)/ dark brown/ grey brown turf inall. At least 5 course, faced with large roundexhes at E.
Mixed yellow brown aeolian silt

Dark yellow brown aeolian silt with white teja. at upper surface.
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INNGANGUR

Skodud voru 11 adsend gjoskusyni fra Siglunesaildpyggd. Sem stodefni voru snidteikningar forfafeeedinga,
ljosmyndir og jardlagalysingar. Synin voru skoduddsja, med allt ad 60-faldri steekkun. Héfunduiunekki skodad

gj6skuldg & Siglunesi en hins vegar nokkru sunrsangda i Skagafirdi, i Olafsfirdi og vids vegad Eyjafjord.

Samkvaemt tiltaeskum heimildum um Gtbreidslu gjéskalagNordurlandi méa bulast vid ad finna eftirfaragjdiskuldg vid
Siglufjoré og nagrenni:

1. Landnamslag fra 870-880 e. Kr. Pykkt lagsins vigl8jord er vel innan vid 0,5 cm samkvaemt Utbrei@stti.
Oliklegt er ad pad sjaist par. A NordurlandissokolludLandnamssyrpa (LNS) skyr en i henni koma fyrir af
sex dokk gjoskulég sem myndudust a rimlega 208@ebili. Yngsta lagid i LNS er ¥040. bykkt LNS vid
Siglunes eetti ad vera minni en 5 cm og vart meird-8 16g sjaanleg.

2. Dokkt gjoskulag fra pvi um arid 1000. betta gjoskuhefur fundist vida i Skagafirdi og geeti mogulagalist &
Siglunesi. Utbreidsla lagsins er ekki pekkt en oot eru i einni af eldstédvum Vatnajokuls. Pykddis$ins setti ad
vera innan vid 0,3 cm. Lagid hefur verid nefnt VpeD.

3. Hekla-1104, hvitt lag. bykkt lagsins aetti ad veianinen 0,5 cm vid Siglunes. Samkvaemt Gtbreidsltilestti H-
1158, sem einnig er hvitt, ekki ad finnast a Sighin

4. Hekla-1300. bykktarkort er ekki til en samkveemt mgelm Sigurdar bérarinssonar er medalpykkt pedi$tur
um 0,4 cm.

Veidivotn-1477 ("a’-lagid svonefnda). Allskyrt i 8Madardal. bykkt minni en 0,5 cm.
Hekla-1766. Aberandi gjéskulag i Skagafirdi. Geetii® um 0,5 cm vid Siglunes.

Eins og sést af pessari upptalningu eru gjoskuiédgdgulegum tima fa vid Siglunes, og 6ll fremundou_eit ad slikum
I6gum i morkinni er timafrek og krefst mikillar néemni.

(Sigurdur bérarinsson 1968, Gudrin Larsen 1984, ainvoldet al. 1995, Zielinskiet al. 1997, Magnis A. Sigurgeirsson
2000; 2001;2004, Gudrun Larsenal 2002, Magnus A. Sigurgeirssenal. 2008).



Synalisti (merkingar):

Syni-1 (Area-F).

Syni-2 (Area-F).

Syni-4 (context 174). Section C.
Syni-5 (context 177). Secton E.
Syni-6 (context 178). Section E.
Syni-7 (Mound B).

Syni-8 (Mound B).

Syni-9 Mound B.

i.  Syni-10 (merkt, K-1000?).

j- Syni-12 (28.7.2011). Plan D.

k. Syni-14 (Mound A, 28.7.2011).
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NIDURSTODUR

Nidurstddur greininga eru eftirfarandi:

Syni-1. Hekla-1104

Syni-2. Hekla-1104

Syni-4. Liklega eitt af Idgum LNS. Mébrant gler,kid blodrott. Kristallar < 3%.
Syni-5. Hekla-1300

Syni-6. Hekla-1104

Syni-7. Hekla-1300

Syni-8. Hekla-1104

Syni-9. Hekla-1104

i.  Syni-10. Mjog blandad og korn eru mjog nuin, lildefgkefni.
j- Syni-12. Hekla-1104

k. Syni-14. Hekla-1104
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Gjoskan i H-1104 eru Ur mjog finkorna, smabldaérdtisu glerkurli. Einkennandi er ad glerkornin esamlodandi og mynda
klumpa, liklega er um svokalladar 6skubaunir aderaBilitid er af raudu gjalli og kristéllum. Litér um korn af 6dru tagi,

s.s. bergbrot eda dekkra gler.



Gjoskan i H-1300 einkennist af margbreytilegri kagard. Glerlitur er fra svortu i grabrdnt. Korn éemur hnottétt.
Einkennandi eru svartar 6rsmaar innlyksur i glersem bendir til ad pad sé orkrystallad. Sliktiskennandi fyrir
Heklugjosku. Talsvert er af raudu gjalli i blan® glerid. Syni-4 er ad 6llum likindum hvorki LNL né-940, heldur nokkru

eldra lag sem hefur uppték i Vatnajokli, liklega@svotnum.
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